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—“Stars” by Sarah Teasdale

lone in the night
On a dark hill
With pines around me
Spicy and still,

And a heaven full of stars
Over my head,
White and topaz
And misty red;

Myriads with beating
Hearts of fire
That aeons
Cannot vex or tire;

Up the dome of heaven
Like a great hill,
I watch them marching
Stately and still,

And I know that I
Am honored to be
Witness
Of so much majesty.
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The picturesque and very historic town of 
Odessa (originally known as Cantwell’s Bridge), 

located about midway between Wilmington and 
Dover (Delaware), is home to some of the finest 
examples of 18th and 19th century homes, with some 
of the finest examples being owned and operated 
by the Historic Odessa Foundation (HOF). One of 
those structures, the “Brick Hotel” — first built and 
established in 1822 as Cantwell’s Bridge Hotel and 
Tavern — has now been converted from an HOF 
museum building back to its original intent as a 
restaurant and tavern. Although HOF still retains owner-
ship of the fully restored structure, the restaurant and 
tavern now occupying the site is owned and operated by 
proprietor Robert Ashby who fittingly named the new 
establishment “Cantwell’s Tavern.”

The classic and sophisticated Federal style of the old 
hotel belies the typical country styling of most small-
town inns of that time. Its rich styling, along with that 
of its many neighboring homes, speaks volumes of the 
profitable trade and commerce that must have been con-
ducted in this small town. Cantwell’s Tavern, then and 
now, makes a most impressive presence on Main Street 
in Odessa.

Although the building had been fully restored when it 
became part of the HOF collection, certain improvements 
had to be made not only to make it compliant with Code 
requirements, but also to enhance the patrons’ experi-
ence. Beginning at the front of the building (Photo #1), new 
custom-made wrought-iron railings were installed lead-
ing up to the impressive front entry. Then we created a 
custom storm door with one full length, full width glass 

panel so that all you see is the historic main door.
Another entry along the side street provides a  

secondary, ADA entrance, and there’s nothing utilitarian 
about this new entry. (Photo #2) The new walkway from 
the sidewalk to the entry door is lined with vintage brick 
pavers, and a new custom-made wrought-iron railing 
lines the path. Custom-made wood corbels beneath the 
pent roof flank the door.

During the warmer-weather months, this same brick 
walkway also leads back to a new patio area (Photo #3). 
This new patio is surrounded and shielded from the 
street by privacy fencing we built from fencing materials 
salvaged prior to renovations. 

The brick paved patio dining area surrounds the rear 
of what is the original Janvier Stable. We completed a 
new patio bar beneath the shed roof attached to the rear 
of the building. The privacy fencing along the street side 
of the patio, and the split-rail fencing along the rear of 
the patio (Photo #4) were made primarily from salvaged 
materials. The split-rail fence at the rear of the patio 
provides a nice open view of the neighboring historic 
Collins-Sharp museum house (featured in both our 
Spring 2009 and Fall 2010 newsletters). Even the smaller 
entry gate at the brick walkway, as well as the large “live-
stock” double gate (Photo #5), were salvaged from original 
fencing on the site. 

All the fencing and gates needed repairs, and some of 
the materials had deteriorated and had to be replaced. In 
repairing the smaller entry gate and making it operable
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according to 18th and 19th 
century technology, Don 
made a new gate weight. 
(Photo #6) We can purchase 
new gate weights, but they 
typically weigh only about 
three pounds — not enough 
to pull this hefty, old gate 
shut. We needed something 

nearly three times that weight, but didn’t want some 
huge ball hanging there. Don found “ductile iron” which 
is the densest iron he could find. This new ball weighs 
eight pounds, and yet is not any larger than the decora-
tive balls found on-line.

Now, before going into the restaurant, let’s take a 
quick peek into the working kitchen. 
(Photo #7) 

The thoroughly modern, fully func-
tioning commercial kitchen was built 
into the interior of the old Janvier 
Stable as well as half of the new con-
necting wing between the old hotel 
and the stable. There’s nothing old 
or antiquated about this kitchen. 
Everything, from the floors to the ceil-
ing, is state of the art. 

Now come with us as we go into 
the tavern. As you enter the tavern 
from the new side entry, you’re greet-
ed by a very pleasant waiting area.  
(Photo #8) The brick wall was the exte-

rior of the rear 
wing of the old 
hotel. An elbow 
bar installed 
along the wall, 
made from vin-
tage material 
salvaged from 
the Janvier 
Stable struc-

ture, provides a sitting area for 
patrons waiting to be seated in 
the dining rooms. All the photos 
on the wall are of very early 
Odessa, provided by Historic 
Odessa Foundation. In fact, 
most of the pictures and clocks 
throughout the tavern were 
provided by HOF to remind the 
patrons of the fascinating his-
tory of Odessa. New floors of 

vintage re-sawn heart pine were stained and finished to 
match the original wood floors throughout the old por-
tions of the building. This new side entry also provides 
ADA bathrooms. 

The actual tavern room (Photo #9) showcases our 
real pride and joy: the bar. Jim Tshudy, cabinetmaker, 
made all the components for us to fabricate the entire 
bar on site. Jim pre-made the “gates,” but the rest of the 
“structure” was cut and assembled on site to create this 
magnificent period-style bar to fit the space. The bar top 
and drink rail were made entirely on site; cut and planed, 
glued and clamped, sanded and finished of black walnut 
provided by Jim. The restaurateur, Bob Ashby, had a 
back-bar built and shipped in pieces to the site which he 

hoped to use in this bar area. We assembled and fit 
the parts to fit the new space. We also installed his 
overhead cabinetry above the tankards (seen hang-
ing just behind the uplifted gates). We installed the 
same epoxy flooring within the bar as was installed 
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15in the kitchen. 
We also created 
a passageway at 
the back of the 
main-hall stairs 
as a short-cut 
for servers to 
gain access to 
the bar without 
walking through 
the dining areas 
and disturbing 
patrons. That 
doorway can be 
seen at the rear 
of the bar.

Decorative 
hand-wrought 
iron hooks 
(Photo #10), 
forged by craftsman Keith Hartman, hold the bar gates 
up and open. Don designed and made a substantial 
anchoring system in the ceiling that is capable of holding 
up all that weight.

Opposite the bar, we built a small raised booth area. 
(Photo #11) Building the booths on a raised platform came  

from a request by Mr. Ashby. He has found that 
bar patrons prefer to sit up higher than stan-
dard seating so that when we patrons are talk-
ing with other (standing) patrons, we don’t have 
to look up at the other people. Hence, most bar 
tables and stools are high. We also made the 
booth section easily removable if that old door 
ever needs to be put back into service. 

For those patrons who enter by way of the 
Main Street entry, they are treated to the more 

historical flavor of the tavern. (Photo #12) Because the 
building had served as a restored museum house, we 
had to make only minor repairs to existing trims, floor-
ing, and wall plaster.

The side entry as depicted in Photo #8 can be 
seen through the doorway at the rear of the hall. That 
doorway was an original exterior door which now has 
become part of the side entry.

The dining rooms (Photos #13 & 14) required plaster 
repairs and flooring repairs as well as some electrical 

changes. There are four dining rooms altogether, on two 
floors, including a banquet room plus one very private 
room. We installed gas logs in all the fireplaces, and cre-
ated cupboard alcoves in the sides of each fireplace to 
conceal the gas controls.

The second-floor hall above the main entry is equally 
impressive (Photo #15). The banquet hall and other dining 
rooms are found off this hall. The second floor also con-
tains one room used as a food prep/staging area for the 
servers.

Our heartfelt thanks go to everyone at Historic 
Odessa Foundation and the proprietors of Cantwell’s 
Tavern for including Restore ’N More in the historic 
transformation of Cantwell’s Bridge Hotel and Tavern. 

Bon appetit! 
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Cantwell’s Tavern is located at 109 Main 
Street, Odessa, Delaware. You can make  
reservations by calling (302) 376-0600  

or go to www.cantwells-tavern.com  
and click on the “Open Table” link  
to make your reservation on-line.



5

Aren’t anniversaries great?
Surely each of us can bring to mind at least one impor-
tant date and how many years we think we’re supposed 
to celebrate. I don’t know if it’s a male thing or an age 
thing, but we (Denise & I) picked an easily remembered 
date to tie the proverbial knot, but it’s always the num-
ber of years (decades!) that we’ve been married that I 
can never remember.

This year, being Restore ’N More’s 25th 
year in business, is a different story. 
Many, many details about our 
humble beginnings and early 
years are still very clear in 
my mind. Well, maybe 
“details” isn’t as cor-
rect as “minutia.” It’s 
been 25 years of the 
proverbial alligators 
up to your ears, 
dancing with the 
devil, information 
overload, deadlines 
to meet, and cli-
ent expectations to 
exceed. Not every 
day has been a walk in 
the park; but, every day 
always holds something to 
be excited about.

If there is one thing that will 
stay with me and be forever a part of 
my memory, it will be all the phenomenal 
people I’ve met and enjoyed. What’s really unbeliev-
able about these relationships is how each of you has 
shared stories of your life and have helped me see a lot 
of different things from different perspectives.

In these past 25 years, we’ve worked on nearly a 
thousand different projects. Each brought with them 
interaction and shared thoughts that really meant a lot 
to me and gave me insights into many folks’ personal 
histories, dreams, and tragedies. Isn’t sharing one of 
the things life is all about? You all know I’m not a good 

yakker, but I’m a fairly good listener, and you’ve shared 
some great stories with me.

Next time you see me, ask me to tell you the story 
about the lightning bugs in the barley field this past 
summer, or the one about getting snakes cleared out  
of a house, or when I had to shimmy down inside a 
brick chimney, or how Don found my cell phone after  
it “blew” out of my Jeep. Great stories!

Relationship dynamics have also intrigued me for 
the last 25 years. I sure don’t know any more what 
is considered a normal relationship, but to see how 

couples interact and respond to each other 
would easily take a few chapters if 

there was to be an upcoming 
book.

So, what is the point 
of my musings and this 

lengthy rambling? It’s 
all about you and 
thanking you for 
enriching my life, 
educating me about 
the new normal, and 
appreciating the 
fact that so many 
of Restore ’N More’s 

clients and vendors 
have become friends 

and colleagues. 

I’ve always been told 
that as you go through 

life, if you’ve had one really 
good friend, you’re a very lucky 

person. If that’s so, Gary Baer has got 
to be the luckiest guy on this planet; an aver-

age Schmoe who’s been befriended by so many kind, 
considerate, and compassionate people these past 25 
years — that is really, really remarkable.

Thank you all for the memories and the kindness 
you’ve shown me and the entire Restore ’N More family. 
I hope your experiences with the Restore ’N More fam-
ily have also been memorable and enjoyable.

Looking forward to seeing you soon,

25th

1987–2012Anniversary



The venerable Pine Street 
Presbyterian Church, Harrisburg, 

was established in 1858, and it has 
never wavered in its devotion to “the 
importance of doctrinal intelligence, 
of the devotional spirit, and of the 
social means of grace and sympathy 
in mission work.” Just a cursory 
glance at its history proves that this 
has been and still is a very vibrant 
and committed body of believers. 
Just the physical presence of the Pine 
Street edifice is inspiring! (Photo #1)

The church family’s care and stew-
ardship of their grand inheritance 
extends even to the two street-level 
signs that announce each Sunday’s 
service. No one is cer-
tain when the signs 
were installed outside 
the church. They’ve 
been there for as 
long as even the old-
est congregants can 
remember. Needless 
to say, the years had 
taken a toll on these 
stalwart sentinels. 
(Photo #2)

It was very obvi-
ous that the finish 
was wearing off and, 
over the years, they 
had been patched 
and the patches had 
been patched. The re-
nailed and re-screwed 
components wouldn’t 
even stay together 
because the frame 
itself was so deterio-
rated. The nails and screws had 
nothing solid to grab hold of.

The signs outside the church 
had become a poor reflection of 
the vibrant church family within. 
And so the congregation decided 
to do something about that.

George Kunkle, who headed 
up the committee to restore the 
signs, contacted Gary to see if 
we would be interested in such 
a project. (George really didn’t 
know Gary yet and didn’t know 

that if something is “historical,” Gary 
is interested!)

The first order of business was to 
disconnect and remove all the elec-
trical wiring to the signs, carefully 
remove the sign “box” from each of 
the wrought iron stands, and discon-
nect the rods that anchored the top 
of the stand to the building. (Photo #3) 
The boxes were then shipped back 
to the Restore ’N More workshop. 

The wrought iron stands also 
had to be removed to Jack Garner 
& Sons, a local welding and metal 
fabricating shop, for refurbishing. 
After breaking out the concrete 
bases which the wrought iron legs 

were anchored 
in, welders cut off 
the remaining leg 
attachments using 
torches. (Photo #4)

The highly 
decorative wrought 
iron stands had suf-
fered much from 
the effects of rust, 
and Garner’s task 
was to remove all 
that rust and refur-
bish the metal. The 
base of each leg is   
actually composed 
of numerous rods 
of iron, banded 
together, and then 
splayed at the very 
bottom to create 
“feet.” Rust had 
built up so heavily 
between all those 
rods that the legs 
and feet had liter-
ally swelled (much 

like our own tired legs and feet will do). The 
Garner craftsmen had to chip and work away at 
all that rust in order to get the legs and feet back 
to their original shape. They then had the entire 
assembly powder-coated to prevent future rusting.

Back in the Restore ’N More shop, our fellows 
gingerly disassembled the copper cladding, trim 
pieces, and box components from each of the 
wood frames until they had just the basic box. 
Once all the face plates and trims were removed, 
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it became quite evident that the old incandes-
cent lighting in the pediment had contributed 
much to the deterioration of the wood. Years of 
heat build-up created by those light bulbs had 
desiccated and blackened the wood compo-
nents on the inside. (Photo #5)

Each copper 
component was 
removed and laid out 
(Photo #6). Even the 
individual letters on 
the pediments had to 
be removed before 
they could be pol-
ished and lacquered. 
The many years of 
verdigris and corro-
sion of the copper 
pediments and trim 
pieces were stripped 
away with lots of 
steel wool — down 
to the original cop-
per base — and then 
we applied a patina 
to give it an antique 
bronze finish. To 
protect the finish, 
we applied multiple 
coats of lacquer.

After the patina 
was completed on 
all the copper parts, 
Stan Sharpe re-
attached the polished 
letters to the pedi-
ments. (Photo #7)

Because many of 
the wood trim parts 
and door compo-
nents were deterio-
rated, we milled new replacement parts using Spanish 
cedar which is an excellent choice for exterior applica-
tions. The entire back of each box was also replaced. 
We then applied galvanized sheathing over each of 
the backs to prevent future rot. All the components 

were finally 
re-assembled 
using brass 
and stainless-
steel fasteners. 

Don 
replaced the 
old incan-

descent light system with a safer, 
gentler system. A transformer was 
installed in each sign and new 
LED lighting was applied around 
the inside perimeter of each door. 
(Photo #8) LED lights emit a nice, 
bright light but are of such low 
voltage that they do not create 
any heat build-up or drying of the 

wood, and they are much more economical to oper-
ate than incandescent.

While we were doing all these repairs at the 
Restore ’N More and Garner shops, the church 
members rolled up their sleeves and cut out the 
concrete and dug new foundation holes for the 
signs to be re-anchored into.

At last, the Garner crew and the Restore ’N More 
crew met back at the church with their respective 
parts — the signs and the standards — to complete 
the installation on the new concrete bases. Until 
the concrete had sufficient time to cure, the weight 
of the entire unit was suspended on wood bracing 
(seen below the sign in Photo #9).  George was especially 
eager to put the signs back to work and had already 
started putting the lettering in the signs.

On the Sunday after 
Labor Day, with every-
thing completed, the 
congregation held an 
outdoor worship service 
at the church. The con-
gregation can be seen in 
the reflection in the glass 
door panel. (Photo #10, by 

Eileen Kunkle, George’s wife)

Recently, Don hap-
pened to be traveling 
through Harrisburg at 
night and drove past 
the church to see if the 

signs were illuminated. They 
were, and they are now as 
vibrant as the Pine Street 
Presbyterian family!  
(Photo 11)
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Well, here it is, 3 in the morning, and I’m staring at a computer screen once again. 
What is it with this business of waking up, fully alert, at 3 in the morning? Is there 
really that much weighing on my mind, that it has to waken me and drag me down-
stairs to this blasted computer in order to be exorcized? Or have I reached “that 
age” when getting a decent night’s sleep just isn’t going to happen every night? Or, 

were the stars beckoning me to “Get up! Come see!!”? (They truly are spectacular 
tonight — or is it morning? What better way to greet Christmas morning than to witness 

God’s handiwork!)

 That journal entry was written quite a few years ago, and the stars have been beck-
oning me ever since. And when they beckon, I don’t resist. The reward has never failed to be 

priceless.

Can’t sleep? Go, look up at the sky. Troubles weighing you down? Go, look up at the sky. Too much stuff 
bouncing around in your head? Go, look up at the sky. Feeling pretty insignificant or, just the opposite, a bit 
too full of yourself? Go, look up at the sky. It’s amazing how immediately calming it is to simply sit (or lay) 
quietly beneath the canopy of stars, staring out into the vast universe. It certainly puts things in perspec-
tive. I might be overwhelmed with awe and thus made to feel so much smaller, but at the same time I am 
reminded that, like the stars, we are lovingly made for a reason. We, too, were made to shine. 

So, sometime this holiday season, go outside late at night and give yourself the gift of time well spent 
staring up at the stars. And reflect…..you’re here for a reason and Someone is watching over you. You’ll 
sleep like a baby!

Blessings!

251 W. Stiegel St.
P.O. Box 128

Manheim, PA 17545

rEturn sErvicE rEquEstEd

PA009613

“ Lift your eyes 
and look to the 
heavens: Who 
created all these? 
He who brings 
out the starry 
host one by one, 
and calls them 
each by name. 
Because of his 
great power and 
mighty strength, 
not one of them 
is missing.”

—Ecclesiastes 3:1
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Be joyful always…

Do you see what I see?


