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—John Greenleaf Whittier

omehow, not only for Christmas 

But all the long year through, 

The joy that you give to others 

Is the joy that comes back to you. 

And the more you spend in blessing 

The poor and lonely and sad, 

The more of your heart’s possessing 

Returns to you glad.
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Well, here we are at 
the completed stages in 
the evolution of the 1920’s 
country summer cottage. 
And evolve, it did!

Because the house 
had undergone many 
changes and additions 
over the years, the result-
ing floor plan had become 
rather cumbersome with 
small rooms and wind-
ing hallways. In order to 
open up one end of the 
house, one earlier addi-
tion was removed at the 
beginning of the project 
to make way for a 
new replacement 
addition. This new 
addition was built 
specifically for a 
new, larger kitchen 
and adjacent gath-
ering space for the 
children to play in 
or watch videos, as 
well as a full-height 
basement below.

One particu-
larly nice feature 
in this family room 
is the fireplace and 
its vintage sur-
round. The owners 
had this vintage 
surround stored 
in their barn, hop-
ing to make use of it. Their architect 
designed the new space to take full 
advantage of this stunning piece and 
even had conservators restore it to 
its original configuration and patina. 
As we built the fireplace to accom-
modate the mantle’s width, we also 
incorporated into the side walls of 
the fireplace the trunk lines for the 
addition’s HVAC system. (Photo #1)

As we were in the process of 
installing the restored mantle, the owners asked if we 
could heighten it so that the surround would carry all 
the way to the ceiling. Not one to back away from a chal-
lenge, Dennis agreed. We acquired vintage heart-pine to 
match the original species, and Dennis fabricated all the 

pieces on site using existing trim profiles 
from the original mantel. (Photo #2) The 
new pieces were then stained and finished 
to match the color and patina of the origi-
nal portion, resulting in a finished piece 
that appears altogether authentic. (Photo 
#3) The hearth is made of dressed stone 
salvaged from the site, and the wood floor-
ing is quarter-sawn, random-width, white 
oak to match the existing flooring through-
out the house.

An older addition at the other end of 
the house underwent other transforma-
tions to existing rooms. A hallway between 
the conservatory and the formal family 
room appeared to go on forever thanks 
to a mirror-covered end wall. (Photo #4) 
Navigating through the bedrooms and 

bathrooms beyond that wall was a bit of a maze. To cre-
ate a clearer passage to the rooms and a sense of drama 
in an otherwise long, boring hallway, a series of arched-
door passages delineate one set of rooms from the next. 
(Photo #5) The original flat ceiling was also raised and 
trimmed out with built crowns around each section. 
These crowns also tie into the altered head wall between 
the hall and the family room. The original quarry tile 
floors were in remarkable shape yet, although we went to 
incredible lengths to protect these floors throughout the 
various deconstruction, reconstruction, and renovation 
phases. In the end, a good cleaning and professional wax-
ing have them looking like new.

To one side of the hallway, the original family room 
featured a large walk-in fireplace at one end, floor-to-

ceiling book-
shelves on 
the opposite 
wall, and a 
sloped ceiling. 
The outside 
wall opened 
directly out 
to a sunroom. 
(Photo #6) We 
removed the 
ceiling mate-
rial and the 
pocket doors to 
the sunroom, 
as well as the 

header spanning the opening between that room and 
the hallway. We also removed and relocated the large air 
conditioning return from above the bookshelves to an 
inconspicuous location at the other end of the room. 

The ceiling was redesigned as a raised flat ceiling

Evolution Achieved
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with large deco-
rative plaster 
coves around the 
perimeter. (Photo 
#7) The opening 
between room and 
hallway was also 
raised to match 
the height of the 
bookshelves, 
thus permitting 
a continuous crown mold around the entire room. The 
outside wall now has French doors (not seen in photo) 
opening out to a covered patio, and those French doors 
are flanked by large double-hung windows, all of which 

provides a 
more ener-
gy-efficient 
space yet 
still allows 
an abun-
dance of 
natural 
light in.

The 
gem of this house – the conservatory – sets on the other 
side of the hallway, opposite the family room. This, too, 
was an addition in a long progression of additions to 
this country summer cottage and was in need of repairs 
and updating. (Photo #8) The beauty of this space is not 
only being in the space, but the glimpses one gets of it 
from different areas of the house. Case in point: When 
the conservatory was added, it was placed at the back 
of the house, almost directly beyond the front entry 
hall. However, an intersecting stairway, passageways 
that were not directly aligned, and an L-shaped hall blot-
ted out any possible view of the conservatory. To take 
advantage of that possibility, the passageway between 
the foyer and hall was shifted just enough to get beyond 
the stairway, and a gracefully arched plastered ceiling 
was created over the passageway. (Photo #9) Now, family 

and guests are greeted by a most dramatic and yet calm-
ing scene when entering the house. (Photo #10) The eye 
is naturally drawn to the luxuriant foliage and peaceful 
setting of the conservatory, yet there are so many other 
dramatic and classically-inspired features to inspect 
and admire as you take in the entire scene: The graceful 
arch, the rich wood floors, the classic raised-panel entry 
beyond. Everything comes together in one striking com-
ment which sets the tone for the rest of the house.

The conservatory was a thing of beauty before 
anything was ever done to it (Photo #11), but even that 
diamond-in-the-rough was cut and polished during this 
project. The conservatory’s glass ceiling was antiquated 
and definitely not energy-efficient. In winter, plywood 
panels had to be laid up in the roof opening to conserve 
heat and thus protect the plants. In summer, excess heat 
would build up and not vent properly. Several major 

3

8

7

5



11

changes had to be made to make this space 
amenable to the inhabitants; both human 
and plant life. First, the old greenhouse-type 
roof was removed and a new solar roof was 
installed with insulated glass panes and ther-
mostatically controlled ventilators; no guess-
work involved in this operation, they open 
automatically when the temperature gets too 
warm and close when the temperature drops. 
Second, we needed to get heat to the space. 
That was a huge challenge because every 

inch of wall space was covered with vines. But, the fellows 
figured out a way to get the system in place, even concealing 
the cold air returns inside the vine-covered box valances. The 
old original sliding doors were replaced with new more energy-
efficient sliding doors. The conservatory is now a cheerful and 
peaceful retreat any day of the year.  
(Photo #12) Don even added some small touches to this room. 
The original planters at the base of each wall needed to be 
replaced, so he had stainless steel liners made which he then 
“wrapped” with Spanish cedar. The wood was then painted to 
resemble old soapstone, which would have been an appropri-
ate material in days gone by.

We’re proud to report that this very special project was 
completed in time for the holidays, as promised. And, we’re 
happy to report that another “addition” was added to the 
house not too long afterward. As we like to say in Pennsylvania 
Dutch country, “New house, new baby!”
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God bless the  
master of this house,

The mistress also,
And all the little children
That round the table go;

And all your kin and kinfolk,
That dwell both far and near;

We wish you a merry Christmas
And a happy New Year.





The Lesher-Ream farm has been in the family since 1808 and the house was built in 1818. The 
current owners represent the seventh generation to own the property, but to occupy the house would 
take a major revitalization and update to meet the needs of a young family of four.

The architect and contractor listened to and helped the family develop the ideas that would even-
tually result in a home to meet the needs of this family for years to come. A new two-story “barn” 
garage connected to the house has guest quarters on the second story, the summer kitchen was con-
verted to an outstanding office, a unique room connected it to the house, and a spacious kitchen and 
dining area were added overlooking a landscaped patio. The original 24’x24’ house had a two-story 
ell added at a very early time and both needed numerous repairs. Floors were restored, a magnificent 
master bath was created, and everything possible was utilized from the original house.

Who knows? This Reamstown treasure may have created a new beginning for yet another seven 
generations and a positive effect on the community.

The name of the contractor for this project is Restore ’N More. Indeed they did!
Architect: Cox Evans Architects – John D. Cox and Bruce W. Evans, AIA

PEOPLE WHO CARE ALWAYS MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

5

Every one of RESTORE ’N MORE’s clients, as well as 
their projects, is an award winner, but Mark & Beth have 
proof that that opinion is held by a far greater audi-
ence. On November 5, at its annual awards banquet, the 
Historic Preservation Trust of Lancaster County awarded 
Mark & Beth the coveted Community Revitalization 
award for the project they did at their home in 
Reamstown. 

These prestigious awards recognize outstanding 
efforts that enhance our historic landscapes and struc-

tures along with their 
contribution to the 
streetscape, community 
livability, and overall quality of 
life for both residents and visitors. While these projects 
may involve some elements of historic preservation, the main criteria for 
selection are their contribution to the streetscape, community livability, 
and overall quality of life for both residents and visitors. The criteria for 
the award included:

1. Must show demonstrable economic and/or social benefits to their 
community. 

2. Enhance a surrounding or nearby historic area. 
3. Exhibit quality workmanship and not significantly alter the historic 

character or architecture of a property or neighborhood. 

As indicated on their award:

Our readers will remember the story of Mark & Beth’s project chronicled in our newslet- 
ters throughout 2007. (If not, check it out on our website, www.restorenmore.com, click on  
the Newsletter Archives at the top right corner of the web page, and scroll down to the 2007 newsletters.)

RESTORE ’N MORE salutes Mark & Beth for their well-deserved award. Kudos and blessings!

Award-Winning Friends
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Gary’s Exceptional Excerpts
Winter Economy

The muskrat is the most important numeri-
cally of all the fur-bearing animals in the 
United States, about 4,000,000 skins being 
secured each year, and, with the pos-
sible exception of the mink, it also ranks 
first in aggregate value of the dressed 
skins. Its capture gives employment to 
a greater number of persons than is the 
case with any other fur-bearing animal, 
fully 6,000 men and boys being more or 
less actively engaged in this country each 
year...

The muskrat is peculiar to North America, 
and is found in all suitable localities from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific, and from the Gulf of Mexico 
to the northern timber limit in Canada, tenanting 
the shores of countless lakes, the banks of the many 
rivers, and the oozy swamps and muddy, stagnant 
pools. It is probably most abundant in the Chesapeake 
region...

In many sections of the United States, especially 
in Missouri and the Chesapeake region, the taking of 
muskrats is very extensive and furnishes employment 
to many hunters, some of whom depend almost entire-
ly upon this vocation as a means of support during the 
Winter...

A hundred years ago [c.1800] muskrat fur was little 
prized and the annual product was relatively small. 
Many farmer boys found it convenient to set a few 

traps, using some of the skins for making caps, 
gloves, &c, and sending the rest to market. 

The average number received on the mar-
ket throughout the eighteenth century 
did not exceed 100,000 skins annually. 
During the second and third decades 
of the nineteenth century the output 
increased considerably, due principally 
to the greatly increased demand in 
hatmaking and also to the opening up 

of new trapping territory. in 1829, for 
the first time, the receipts in London, the 

principal fur market of the world, exceeded 
1,000,000 skins...The annual receipts thereafter 

fluctuated considerably, but on the whole continued 
to increase, exceeding...4,000,000 in 1871...

The total product of muskrat skins during the 
nineteenth century reached the enormous amount of 
250,000,000 [worldwide], sufficient to make a blanket 
covering nearly 4,000 acres...Skins secured annually in 
the United States at present [1902]...is more than twen-
ty times as much as that of the fur seal product.

Muskrat fur is used more extensively in Europe 
than in America, the Russians and Germans being 
especially large consumers. It is employed in making 
gloves, collars, caps, capes, muffs, trimmings, linings, 
&c....Large quantities are used as linings for overcoats 
and long wraps, from forty to sixty being necessary for 
each garment.

In all cold climates, man has availed him-
self liberally of the warm covering with which 
nature has clothed the animals around him; 
but the wealth of the most favored nations 
has drawn to them the most beautiful furs, 
in whatever part of the world they are pro-
cured. Skins of animals were among the 
first materials used for clothing. Before 
Adam and Eve were driven from the 
Garden of Eden, they were furnished 
with coats of skins. The ancient 

Assyrians 
used the 
soft skins of ani-
mals to cover the couch-
es or the ground in their 

tents, and the Israelites 

employed badger’s skins and ram’s skins as 
ornamental hangings for the Tabernacle. The 
ancient heroes of the Greeks and Romans are 
represented as being clothed in skins. Aeneas, 
wearing for an outer garment that of the lion, 
and Alcestes being formidably clad in that of 

the Libyan Bear. Herodotus speaks of those 
living near the Caspian Sea wearing seal 
skins, and Caesar mentions that the skin 
of the reindeer formed in part the cloth-
ing of the Germans. In the early period, 

furs appear to have constituted the entire 
riches of the Northern countries, and they 

were almost the only exports. Taxes were paid 
on them, and they were the medium of exchange. So it 
was also in our own Western territories in the latter part 
of the last [nineteenth] century...

Camp Life In The Woods: Observations on the History of Furs and the Fur Trade,  
by W. Hamilton Gibson, Harper & Brothers Publishers, 1901, p. 278.

The Muskrat: Principal Fur Producer in America, 
by Charles H. Stevenson, The New York Times, published March 30, 1902.
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I’m kind of coming in the 
back door with this project 
compared to most everything 
I write. Usually, we give you 
ongoing stories about a proj-
ect we completed at a grand 
estate or historically signifi-
cant site, and later slip in the 
little story that resulted from 
those perennial words, “While 
you’re here...” Instead, we’re 
going to start this 
project’s chronicles 
with the “while you’re 
here...” segment. And, 
yes, you may say 
this doesn’t look like 
a grand estate or a 
historically significant 
property. But this 
humble building IS 
very significant. 

This building rep-
resents a very important part of our nation’s economy 
in much simpler times. And, although what we did 
“while you’re here...” was simply a roof replacement, 
one of the great things Restore ’N More enjoys is the 
ability to recognize 
that very few others 
hold buildings such 
as this in such high 
regard as we do... and 
we actually get the 
privilege of working 
on them.

When we were 
first introduced to 
this shed, along with 
those words “While 
you’re here...”, it was 
quite obvious that the 
wood roof needed to 
be replaced. (Photo #1) What made the roof replacement 
a high priority is the fact that the shed does not set on a 
stone foundation. Rather, log base plates set directly on 
the ground, which was common construction for these 
type sheds. (seen in interior view, Photo #2) However, if 
the roof continued leaking much longer, those log plates 
would start rotting, leading to far greater problems than 
a simple roof replacement.

After removing all the old shingles and checking the 
roof structure for any problems or needed repairs, Earl 
installed new cedar shingles (Photo #3) using stainless 
steel fasteners which were clipped off on the interior, 

underside so their projecting 
tips wouldn’t detract from the 
authenticity of the roof’s interior. 

This humble little shed is 
located in Odessa, DE, and 
owned by the Historic Odessa 
Foundation. But even though 
this building is not a beautiful 
building in the world’s eyes, it 
will be used in a fashion which 
will be significant and meaning-
ful. The Foundation plans on 
using this building as an educa-

tional tool. They will be bringing young scholars 
to the site and teaching them about trades and 
vocations that have disappeared from our current 
times. From what we hear at this point, there will 
be all kinds of period accessories and teaching aids 
to help young scholars fully understand the proce-
dures and the artifacts and how they were used. 

For all you older folks (like Gary), you may 
remember that many country boys always had trap 
lines, and would take care of “business” in whatever 

outbuilding was available and which mom said wasn’t 
off-limits; garages, outhouses, tool sheds to name a few. 
But this building was specifically designed and built 
for a specific use: The skinning, curing, and tanning of 

fur skins. Sadly, precious few examples 
of skinning sheds survive. That’s what 
makes the preservation of this particular 
shed so important.

I think the best part of this “While 
you’re here...” project is the end result. 
Although the new roof will keep it weath-
er-tight for another couple generations 
to come, the shed really doesn’t look any 
different! (Photo #4) And that’s precisely 
what we were shooting for. 

While you’re here...
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There’s a certain déjà vu about what’s going on right now, not unlike the 
months preceding Y2K. (In case some of you readers are too young to know 
what Y2K means, just ask your parents.) However, unless you’ve been living 
under a rock in the middle of nowhere these past few months, you know 
what I’m talking about. It’s this constant blizzard of economic bad news, 
government bail-outs, updates on the downhill slide in the stock market, 
and a general sense of near-panic. 

Granted, neither Gary & I nor any of the fellows who work for Restore ’N 
More lived through the Great Depression. But our parents (or grandparents) 

did. And they survived and are better money managers and people of stron-
ger character for having lived through it. And, by example, they taught – and 

are still teaching – their children valuable lessons. We just have to kick it into 
gear, remember the lessons they taught us, and then apply that knowledge! And 

if you weren’t paying attention all those years growing up under their roof, now is 
the time to go talk with your mom or dad, or your Grammy or Pop-Pop, if you’re for-

tunate enough to have them still. If not, adopt one!
Despite these present troubles, we live in the U S of A and even the less fortunate of 

us live like royalty compared to much of the world’s population. Even if that were not so, we 
Americans are woven of tough stuff, and fear has never been part of our warp or weft. As we celebrate 

this Christmas season, I encourage you to look deep into the rich tapestry of your life and first count your blessings 
before unwrapping the gifts under the tree. Then see what happens to all those fears. 

Borrowing from a popular poem, “We’re too blessed to be stressed.” 

Restore’N More—
Celebrating Over 20Years of 

Building Relationships &  
Providing Exceptional 

Craftsmanship

	Restoration/Preservation 
Rehabilitation/Adaptive Re-use

	Period Home Reproduction

	Custom Additions, 
Kitchens & Baths

	Custom Millwork 
& Moldings

	Window & Door 
Reconstruction

	Barns & Accessory 
Buildings

	Pre-Purchase Analysis

	Consulting

717-664-7575
www.restorenmore.com

251 W. Stiegel St.
P.O. Box 128

Manheim, PA 17545

return service requested

Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances…

Blessing
“ Two are better than one...
 If one falls down, his 

friend can help him up...
 A cord of three strands is 

not quickly broken.”

—Ecclesiastes 4:9-12


