
RESTORE ’N MORE, Inc. P.O. Box 128, Manheim, PA 17545 717/664-7575

   air scenes for childhood’s opening bloom,

For sportive youth to stray in;

For manhood to enjoy his strength;

And age to wear away in!

Yon cottage seems a bower of bliss,

A covert for protection

Of tender thoughts, that nestle there  — 

The brood of chaste affection.

—from Yarrow Visited. September, 1814. William Wordsworth
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I’m not saying this 
conversation actually hap-
pened, but you never know 
what you might hear over 
the office water cooler.

“Good morning, 
Colleen. I just want to 
thank you again for inviting 
Tom and me for dinner this 
weekend. And I must com-
pliment you on what you 
and Mike did with your 
kitchen. It’s fabulous!”

“Thank you, Angie. 
We’re enjoying it so much. 
But we couldn’t have done 
it without the kitchen designer and the contractor. They 
did a superb job.”

“That’s what I was wondering. We have some work 
that needs attended to at our house, and I was hoping 
you could recommend someone.”

“Of course! It’s Restore ’N More. Stop over at my 
office. I have their busi-
ness card in my desk. 
They did a great job. 
And if you have a prob-
lem with chipmunks, 
just ask for Gary.”

My apologies to 
Angie and Colleen for 
putting words into 
their mouths. Those 
two ladies are a lot 
classier than my warped imagination makes them out to 
be. But you get my drift. It’s called a referral. And I love 
it when we get referrals. It tells me we’re doing our jobs 
well. Gary loves getting referrals, too, but it tells him we 
must try harder. He’s ever mindful of the fact that we 
have an obligation to satisfy the new client to the extent 
that the referring person can feel good about having 
made the referral. It’s a double-duty responsibility.

Angie and her husband Tom had their house built 
about 12 years ago. It’s a lovely all-brick home, and well 
constructed. However, during the planning and building 
process, they had to make so many design decisions in 
very short order; some of which they are now re-think-
ing. Which is about when Angie and Colleen had this 
imaginary water-cooler discussion. Angie’s front porch 
was in trouble. The bottoms of the porch posts had rot-
ted and the posts, which were made of finger-jointed 
material, were failing. 

I need to take a moment to explain “finger-jointed 
material.” One would think a porch post would be made 
of one solid piece of wood. Not so anymore! Not so 

for a lot of wood 
products! Modern 
porch posts (or 
window casings or 
trims just to name 
a few) are typically 
made up of numer-
ous long and short 
pieces of wood that 
are glued together. 
In theory, sounds 

okay in light of today’s super strong, space-
age glues. In reality, we are asked to repair or 
replace more failed finger-jointed products 
than you care to know. So why do manufac-
turers bother making finger-jointed products? 
It’s called supply-&-demand. Demand for 
wood products is sky-high, timber companies 

are forced to grow fast-growth trees to keep up with the 
demand, wood from fast-growth trees doesn’t have the 
strength of old-growth timber, and manufacturers are 
forced to piece-meal usable wood to create a “solid” 
piece. Only problem is, these multiple pieces of wood 
can check and crack unevenly, or the glues might fail, 
and next thing you know, you have porch posts falling 
apart where they stand. I don’t want to be an alarmist, 
but “it happens.”

Now, we’re of the mindset that says, “Do it right 
the first time.” Solid, all of one piece, wood products 
are getting scarce and cost more; but, doesn’t it make 
more sense to spend a little more up front rather than 
risk paying a lot more later to replace failed material? 
Unfortunately, home buyers like Tom & Angie aren’t 
aware of these potential problems when they’re planning 
a new home. And, in their defense, the building-products 
industry and many builders are under the gun to pro-
duce more yet keep costs down. We are too. We just 
don’t think the risks are worth it.

Well, now that I’ve got that off my chest, we can get 
on with the story.
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Besides the fact that the porch posts 
were failing and rotting, Angie didn’t 
particularly like the overall design details 
of the porch since the day it was built. 
(Photo #1) Not that there’s anything 
wrong with it. It’s just that the arched 
fascia boards and undersized posts did 
nothing to complement the house. She 
asked Gary if there was anything we 
could do to improve the looks of the 
porch.

Because of the scale of the porch — 
it’s 42’ long — there needed to be some-
thing substantial to “hold up” that large porch. Gary sug-
gested using pre-cast, round, tapered columns, but was 
concerned with the scale of the columns. To satisfy both 
his and Angie’s concerns, he took a full-size sample col-
umn to the house and set it up on the porch. Angie liked 
the concept of the columns, but she thought Gary should 
get the next size larger. With that decided, it was time to 
do a little “face-lifting.”

The first order of business was to prop up the porch 
roof. Then we pulled out all the existing posts, replaced 
them with the new columns, and removed the arched 
fascia boards which were covered with aluminum. They 
were strictly orna-
mental. The sup-
porting beam was 
simply a couple of 
2x8’s nailed togeth-
er. Left like that, 
the beam would be 
grossly undersized 
for the beefier col-
umns. So, we built 
out the beam with 
1x material to give 
it a larger appear-
ance and make 
the “beam” fit the 
capital atop the col-
umns. (Photo #2)

To dress up the 
newly enlarged 

beam, our fellows added 
dentil molding which comple-
ments the classical styling of 
the columns. (Photo #3)

The small service entry 
porch between the house 
and the garage (Photo #4) had 
also been built with the same 
arched fascia and skimpy 

posts. Angie asked 
if we would be 
willing to change 
the appearance of 
that small porch 
to match the main 
porch.

To “open up” this 
small porch, Harold 
duplicated the same 
details of the main 
porch except he 
installed half posts 
to flank the porch. 

That sounds straightforward enough, but one side wall 
of this porch is covered with siding. You can’t just stand 
the half post up against the siding; that would leave gaps 
all the way up and down the post. That would look silly! 
So, the siding had to be cut — to the exact taper as the 
half column — and packed out with plywood to provide 
a base for attachment. (Photo #5)

The completed service entry is now a replica of the 
larger front porch, and has a more open appeal to it. 
(Photo #6)

To finish off the project, our fellows painted and 
stained the front entry (Photo #7). Now the entire front 

façade has a cohesive-
ness in regards to 
design; each part com-
plements the other. 
(Cover) Subtle changes. 
Huge difference.

Now, when guests 
arrive for Tom & 
Angie’s planned affair 
this summer, I suspect 
some of the comments 
might be, “There 
seems to be some-
thing different about 
the house. I can’t quite 
put my finger on it, but 
I like it!” 
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The original portion of this house was built in 
the 1920’s as a country summer cottage. (Photo #1) 
Substantially built of thick stone walls and a slate roof, 
with one large open room downstairs and one large 
open sleeping area upstairs, it certainly would have 
provided a cooling retreat from the city heat back in the 
days before air-conditioning. Two small wings flanking 
either side of the structure provided spaces for a small 
kitchen at one end and a main entry at the other. Since 
this was built strictly as a summer cottage, there was 
no need for a full basement, so the entire structure was 
built over a shallow crawl space.

While the front façade had a more formal look to it, 
the rear still retains a certain country charm with its 
stuccoed walls, wide cottage windows, and roof over-
hang which creates a cool, shaded porch. (Photo #2)

Over the years, and down through the generations, 
the house became a year-round residence and addi-
tions and improvements were made to accommodate 
the family’s year-round needs. One addition (Photo #3) 
was built to house an expanded and updated kitchen, a 
laundry room, a bedroom and a bath. In the course of 
this current project, this entire addition was slated for 
demolition. But more on that later.

At the other end of the house is perhaps the most 
unique feature; an intact and functioning garden conser-
vatory. (Photo #4) This and the addition that it was part 
of were added in the 1960’s. Because the conservatory 
was so unique, and the plantings within had been flour-
ishing inside it since the day it was finished, this struc-
ture was to be preserved with no intentions of changing 
or altering it.

The rest of this addition (Photo #5) was to remain 
intact, also, but with modifications to the roofline and 
some new bump-outs to accommodate the new floor 

plan. Also, the aging in-ground swimming pool (seen in 
the foreground) was to be demolished and filled in.

A sunroom (Photo #6) which was added onto that 
addition was to be removed and replaced with a covered 
patio.

Aside from the new addition (to replace the one to 
be demolished), the new bump-outs, and 
the modified rooflines, all the roofs would be 
replaced with new cedar shingles. The excep-
tion to that was the original stone cottage; its 
original slate roof was to remain intact except 
for some needed patching and the addition 
of snow irons. Also, all the old wood siding 
on the additions would be replaced with new 
beveled and beaded Western red cedar sid-
ing. Every window in the house would also 
be replaced and fitted with new insulated 
glass window units, with the exception of the 
beautiful old casement windows in the stone 
cottage. Those were to be treated a little dif-
ferently. The same held true for all the doors 
throughout.
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Inside the original cottage portion, the large first-
floor common room was most recently used as a Dining 
Room large enough to hold the extended family. (Photo 
#7) Beautifully detailed on all four walls with 
floor-to-ceiling raised panels, the panels cleverly 
disguise a multitude of storage areas; closets, 
cabinets, and drawers. All this storage space 
came in handy when it was used as a common 
room. Flanking fireplaces served as the only 
source of heat in its beginnings as a summer cot-
tage, providing enough warmth to take the chill 
out of a cool or damp night’s air. With the advent 
of central heating, the fireplaces continue to cast 
their warm glow during family gatherings.

A large bedroom / sleeping area 
(Photo #8), bathroom, and walk-in clos-
et fill the entire second floor. Because 
this area is within the attic space, 
knee-walls were built with added 
storage spaces within the knee-walls. 
Dormer windows set into both sides 
of the roof provide ample light to the 
large area.

Back downstairs, the earliest addi-
tion to the cottage was built over a 

full basement; a strictly utilitarian cellar built 
for the purpose of installing the house’s first 
central heat system. But, the room above 
that cellar is anything but utilitarian looking. 
Similar to the cottage’s common room, this 
room is also finished with floor-to-ceiling, 
raised panel walls. (Photo #9) Unlike the com-
mon room’s paneled walls, these panels do 
not contain storage spaces, but the beauty of 
the wood stands out in this room. The wood 
was left in its natural color and given a hand-
waxed finish.

The next and largest addition to this evolv-
ing cottage includes the conservatory (barely 
seen in the left center of Photo #10), a large fam-
ily room, and some additional bedrooms and 
bathroom. 

The conservatory (Photo #11), the absolute 
gem of this cottage, was amazingly intact and flourish-
ing. Constructed of exposed aggregate concrete floor, an 
entire outside wall of sliding glass doors, and a massive 

skylight / glass canopy as the 
roof or ceiling. Vining plants 
grow out of planters built 
directly into the floor 
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at the base 
of one end wall 
as well as at 
the columns 
between the 
passageways. 
It’s obvious by 
the thickness 
of the trunks 
of these vines 
that they’ve 
been there for 
many, many 
years and are 
still thriving. 
In fact, they thrive so well that they’ve completely cov-
ered the end wall, the columns, and the box valances 
that surround the ceiling’s perimeter, and need to be 
trimmed back periodically.

Opposite the conservatory is the Family Room 
(Photos #12 & #13). A large walk-in fireplace anchors one 
end of the room and floor-to-ceiling bookshelves cover 
the opposite wall. The outside wall opens onto the sun-
room (seen in Photo #6), with large pocket doors 
built into the wall that help to separate the 
two areas when necessary. The ceiling is open, 
matching the slope of the roof. The plans for 
this room were that it remain, essentially, a fam-
ily room but with some renovations.

Getting to visit and tour a house that has grown and 
evolved over many years is interesting to say the least. 
Getting to partake in the next stages of its evolution is 
exciting — and that’s an understatement. Being charged 
with the hands-on task of preserving the oldest and the 
best features of this cottage and enhancing what had 
evolved around it is a privilege and an honor. We hope 
you’ll be as excited in learning about its evolution as we 
were in doing it. 
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Gary’s Exceptional Excerpts
Penn’s Woods

....He was well enough born to associate on 
an equality with any of his contemporaries 
above or below. He had the instincts of a 
gentleman and an education far beyond 
the limits of most of his coreligionists and 
indeed of his worldly friends. He was rich 
enough to undertake the large and expen-
sive enterprise of colonization. We know 
him to have been of a hardy constitution 
and no illness of consequence is reported 
of him before the age of sixty-eight. Birth, 
health, wealth, education, all favored future 
distinction. These qualities were combined in no 
other Quaker of his time. The lack of any one of them 
in his case might have disqualified him as a colonizer. 
But he possessed them all. Yet they would all have been 
unavailing in his case, had it not been for the circum-
stances we must now relate.

 When Admiral Penn died in 1670, the King was 
quite heavily in his debt for unpaid salary and for funds 
advanced by the Admiral. In 1680 the debt with inter-
est was still unpaid to his heirs and then amounted to 
sixteen thousand pounds. The King had no ready funds 
to spare for such an unalluring purpose and was quite 
content to “let sleeping dogs lie.” William Penn, as the 
Admiral’s heir, decided for reasons not clearly specified 
to ask the King for territory in America in lieu of a cash 
payment. It has been suggested that he needed money; 
but there is no evidence that he did, and to undertake 
the settlement of a wilderness three thousand miles 
away was not a very quick method of raising funds. In 
a letter to some friends written in April 1681 he refers 
to the debt of sixteen thousand pounds “that had I not 
been what I am, I had long ago obtained.” The context 
seems to indicate that the meaning of this cryptic 
remark is that if he had not been a Quaker, he would 
have been paid long ago.

 The territory asked for lay west of the Delaware 
River and between the grant of Lord Baltimore on the 
south and New York on the north; the western limits 
were of course indefinite. It is not necessary to go 
into the details of the discussion which ensued in the 
Committee of the Privy Council for the Affairs of Trade 
and Plantations. The King signified his willingness to 
sanction the grant and thus discharge the debt without 
cost to himself. The southern line of Pennsylvania was 
in dispute for nearly a century until the Mason and 

Dixon line finally settled it, while parts of 
northern Pennsylvania were claimed in the 

eighteenth century under former grants 
by both Connecticut and New York. The 
important fact to remember is that there 
was much reluctance among the royal 
advisers to charter another proprietary 
government. Policy was changing in the 
mother country and now favored the 

establishment of crown colonies only. The 
King and the Duke of York, later James II, 

both favored Penn’s request, however, out 
of a sense of obligation for the important naval 

services of the late Admiral. It would appear that the 
two royal brothers were moved by personal consider-
ations, while their professional advisers were on the 
watch for England’s interests in maintaining a close 
grip on her American colonies. Pennsylvania was next 
to the last proprietary government to be sanctioned in 
America, and its charter shows interesting provisions 
for safeguarding the interest of England. Together with 
the Calvert proprietorship in Maryland, that of the 
Penns was the only one to survive until the American 
Revolution. By that time all the others had been taken 
out of the hands of religious or trading groups to whom 
their charters had been granted originally.

 If Penn had been a busy man before 1681 when on 
March 4th he received the charter from Charles II, he 
was still busier for the next quarter of a century. He had 
great interests in England and Ireland, but henceforth 
still greater ones in America. Between the granting of 
the charter in 1681 until his return to England in 1684, 
Penn’s time must have been largely occupied with pro-
moting the welfare of the province and providing for the 
government of its first colonists. Though we lack any 
continuous journal of the Founder, we are fortunate in 
having an extensive correspondence, much of which 
naturally refers to Pennsylvania. In an enthusiastic letter 
of March, 1681, he tells how he wanted to call his new 
country New Wales or Sylvania, but he could not pre-
vail over the King’s insistence that it should be called 
Pennsylvania, “a name the King would give it in honor of 
my father,”.... “whom he often mentions with praise.” So 
there we have indisputable evidence that Pennsylvania 
is named after a nearly forgotten admiral and not after 
its Founder, his famous son.

The Quakers: A Brief Account of Their Influence on Pennsylvania, by William Wistar Comfort, 
Pennsylvania History Studies: No. 2, The Pennsylvania Historical Association, PA, 1948, pp. 16–18.





“Let the fields 
be jubilant,  
and everything 
in them.”

                            Psalm 96:12

Be joyful always…

This isn’t about Restore ’N More. It isn’t 
even about you, our favorite subject. Sorry. It’s 
just my thoughts about a friend who had to 
work on Memorial Day.

Recently, Gary and I got to talking with 
Martin who farms our fields. I marvel at how 
hard he and his wife Missy and his entire family 
work. Because the weather just wouldn’t coop-
erate for making hay sooner, he was on the trac-
tor cutting hay long after the rest of the world is 
in bed the Saturday of Memorial Day weekend 
just so that it would be dry enough to bring in 
on Memorial Day before the next round of rain 
hit. What a way to spend a holiday! Besides 
making hay while the sun was shining, he still 
had to return to the barn twice a day to help 
feed and milk cows. It makes me weary just 
thinking about it. And his farm family’s story 
could be repeated all across Pennsylvania, all 
across America. 

I think the Restore ’N More guys are hard 
workers — and they are! — but America’s 
farmers are definitely the hardest working pro-
fession there is, and perhaps one of the least 
appreciated. In the barn or in the field  

(or both) 365 days a year. Vacations, a rare 
occurrence. Their livelihood, often at the mercy 
of the weather. The cost of field equipment, 
staggering. The price of one good cow, equally 
staggering. Now multiply that by 50, 100, or 
several hundred to build a herd! And there are 
no guarantees that a cow won’t get sick and 
die. Farmers must be skilled in mechanics, the 
building trades, animal husbandry, soil fertility, 
crop management, hazardous chemicals, busi-
ness management, computer technology; the 
list goes on and on. And yet, did you ever stop 
to consider how much a farmer is paid for that 
gallon of milk you purchased at the grocery 
store? Or for the wheat that goes into a loaf of 
bread? Or for that juicy steak you threw on the 
grill on Memorial Day? It’s a small percentage. 
It’s amazing how far they can, and must, stretch 
the dollar!

So, next time you sit down for a meal, con-
sider what would be on your plate were it not 
for our hardworking farmers, and give thanks.

Making Hay
Restore’N More—
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Providing Exceptional 
Craftsmanship
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