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rimbleville is a beautifully situated ham-
let along the Brandywine’s West Branch 

whose history mirrors major themes in 
Chester County’s history: settlement and 

occupation by a Quaker family; a prosperous 
mill seat for nearly 200 years; a five-genera-
tion family farm; location of a distinguished 
school; and, a role in the 1777 Battle of 

Brandywine. 
With its back-
drop of hills, 
lush meadows, 
flowing waters, 
and handsome 
stone houses 
and farm 
complexes, 

Trimbleville is an outstanding example of a 
rural Chester County landscape…

It was during James’ [Trimble] tenure, on 
September 11, 1777, that Trimble’s Ford, as 
it was known in the 18th century, was visited 
by more than 12,000 British troops advanc-
ing toward Chadds Ford under Generals 
Howe and Cornwallis. Trimble’s Ford was 
the first crossing point on the Brandwine 
for this sizable army. That march concluded 
in the legendary Battle of Brandywine in 
Birmingham…

Isaac [Trimble] (1781-1859) seems to 
have improved and enlarged upon his fam-
ily’s holdings. It probably was he who built 
the elegant mansion house c. 1820…”

Excerpted from National Register of Historic Places 
Nomination Form: Trimbleville Historic District
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It’s all in the details
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Two hundred twenty-five years after the 
British redcoats swarmed across Trimble’s Ford 
bent on destruction, RESTORE ’N MORE’s much 
smaller army descended on Isaac Trimble’s 
elegant mansion house bent on construction and 
restoration. And we left in our wake a faithfully 
restored mansion house, a stunning multi-level 
addition, and countless details that set this 
house apart as 
something truly 
special.

Here are just 
a few of those 
memorable 
details.

One unique 
detail found all 
over the exte-
rior walls of 
the rear-most 
addition (see 
cover photo) 
is the random 
width cedar 
siding. Although random-width siding is not an unusual 
choice of material for the RESTORE ’N MORE carpenters, 
David and Canby requested that it be applied randomly. 
Random widths applied randomly is one of several 
methods that are considered historically accurate, and 
so Dennis and the crew did just that, applying the siding 
randomly on all three sides making no effort to match 
the runs where they meet at each of the outside corners. 
The end result is an asymmetrical mix of board widths 
that is very pleasing to the eye.

Though the original house did not have dormers, 
the owners and the architect elected to add that feature 
to give a heightened sense of stateliness to the home. 

Now, the winter of 2002-03 was brutally cold and 
unpredictable, and yet many of the major exterior 
elements had to be completed during that time. 
So, in order to get the dormers constructed before 
the roofers rolled onto the site and to save our car-
penters from working for approximately two solid 
weeks in bone-chilling weather, we adapted a mod-
ern-day method of construction: Pre-fabrication.

Under the capable guidance of Pat McDonie, 
the “Big Cheese” of J. H. Brubaker, Inc.’s mill 
shop, Lee and Steve fabricated each of the dor-
mers inside Brubaker’s heated shop (see Photo 
#1)  Each dormer is constructed entirely of cedar, 

primed during assembly. And, because construction took 
place inside a controlled environment with materials and 
tools within easy access, the work proceeded faster and 
more efficiently than on site, on the rooftop. 

Just prior to the dormers’ delivery at the site, Dennis 
and crew had made the necessary openings in the 
roof and also had the rear additions ready for setting 
structural steel members. Jack Garner & Sons Welding 
brought a crane on site to hoist everything into place; 
that crane was going to kill two birds with one stone. 
One by one, and all in the space of one short winter’s 
morning, all three prefabricated dormers were lifted into 
place (see Photo #2) and permanently secured by three 
carpenters—two working inside the attic and one on 
the roof. I’m assuming that the guy who pulled the short 
straw got to work outside, and that guy was Bill Winters. 
(see Photo #3) You can also see in the photo that the 
original roof rafters in the openings were not cut out 
and header-ed off because David and Canby were not 
planning on using the attic space yet. By eliminating all 
that would have gone into heading off the openings and 
building knee walls, we saved them many hours of labor 
time which were better spent elsewhere on the project.
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The completed dormers 
exhibit all the classic forms 
and styling of high-style dor-
mers of the Federal period. 
The scale is excellent to the 
house, and all elements are 
in perfect proportion. (see 
Photo #4) These dormers 
are, undoubtedly, architect 
Peter Zimmerman’s pièce de 
résistance on this project.

You have to look up once again to see the next 
couple of beautifully rendered details. Peter Zimmerman 
Architects designed the rear additions in a slightly small-
er scale than the original house, but all the trims—par-
ticularly the roofline trims—were to match the existing. 
Well, if the scale of the additions were smaller than the 

house, that means the trims had to be scaled back, 
too. Now, for those of you (myself included) who said 
of geometry in high school, “When am I ever going to 
use this in real life?”—well, Dennis and his crew have to 
employ that knowledge every day on a very practical 
level, and these roofline trims are proof of their abilities. 
The cornice, for example, is 
what is called a “4-member 
cornice” (see Photo #5) 
made entirely of Western red 
cedar. There are six different 
profiles on it, all of which 
had to be reduced propor-
tionately. And the results of 
their calculations are perfect.

Another detail set into 
the wall just below one 
of the cornices is a new 
date stone. Adding a date 

stone to the new addition was David and Canby’s 
idea since none was found on the original house. 
David and Canby did their homework and found 
through the National Register of Historic Places 
for the Trimbleville Historic District that the man-
sion house was built c. 1820 by Isaac Trimble and 
his wife Anna. Further investigation led them to 
believe that the actual date of the house was 1818, 
and, in their investigations, they discovered that 
the Trimble’s named their farm “Champion Oak.” 
Armed with that information and a desire to see a 

date stone to com-
memorate the origi-
nal builders and 
the current own-
ers’ project, they 
approached Gary 
with their idea.

Throughout 
the new additions, 
the architect had 
specified bluestone 
sills at all new door-

ways. Purchasing bluestone sills is a lot like 
buying 2x4’s; they come in set lengths, such as 
6’, 8’, etc. Well, after all the door sills had been 
set, we had a number of pieces left over, includ-
ing a nice 30” piece. Gary suggested David and 
Canby use either that or a large native stone 
found on site. David and Canby opted for the 
bluestone which was then promptly shipped 
off to the stone carver. The result (see Photo 
#6) is a distinctive design incorporating Isaac 
and Anna’s initials and their year of construc-
tion—1818—and David and Canby’s initials and 

their year of restoration and addition—2002. The design 
is completed by a pair of oak leaves and acorns bracket-
ing the initials and dates.

The next design detail is underfoot. Previous owners 
of David and Canby’s home had built a patio near the 

house (at it’s original location), and 
had taken an old Burr-type (segment-
ed) millstone and set that into the 
patio. Before we demolished the early 
20th-century addition in preparation 
for the house move, David and Canby 
asked us to salvage the millstone if 
possible for use somewhere in their 
project. With the help of the excavator, 
Don and Dennis were able to save the 
stones (see Photo #7), but the original 
steel banding that held the pieces 
together had rusted away long ago.  
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All the fellows could do was pick up the pieces and 
hope they could get it back together again.

Eventually, David and Canby selected a perfect 
spot to re-use the old mill stones: In the porch floor 
just outside their laundry-mudroom space. Because 
we were installing vintage brick pavers throughout the 
laundry and mudroom, and on out to the porch, the 
center of the porch floor seemed such a fitting spot 
for these mill stones. (see Photo # 8) And, accord-
ing to Dennis, the puzzle pieces 
went back together quite easily. 
It was simply a matter of match-
ing up the milling grooves that 
are etched across the face of the 
entire wheel.

The last detail for today 
is perhaps my favorite, only 
because Gary and I both have a 
penchant for big stones—really 
BIG stones.

Although we knew we were 
going to be using masonry of 
some sort for the grand front 
entry as well as the stepped 
entrances along the side of the 
new addition, David and Canby 
did not want the more formal 
look of squared, sawn stone 
treads and risers. And brick just 
wouldn’t look right for all the 
entrances. RESTORE ’N MORE is very fortunate to have 
a source for super-sized slabs of limestone, and Gary 
thought this might be just what David and Canby might 
like. A field trip to the supplier was arranged, and Canby 
picked out the dozen or so pieces needed. 

Of course, the ground had to be prepared prior to 
bringing in the slab stones, and so the excavator and 
masons dug the sites, creating solid foundations and 
thick layers of tamped, crushed stone. Then when the 
slab stones were delivered, a boom truck had to be 
employed to maneuver each stone into position. 

(see Photo #9) These stones are huge—4’ by 12’ by 
6 to 8 inches thick—easily weighing well over a ton 
each. And the boom operator can’t just plop them 
on the crushed stone base. Because of the irregular 
contours of slab stones, he’d have to lift it back 
up, another worker would then have to move the 
crushed stone around to match the contour of the 

slab, then set it back down to 
see if it was sitting solidly on the 
base, then lift it up and repeat 
the process until each slab stone 
was solid, one with the ground.

Once the slabs were all set, 
the masons returned to con-
struct an impressive stone entry 
walk. (see Photo #10) Measuring 
a generous 5’ wide and 60’ long, 
the walkway was constructed 
entirely of dressed wall stones 
that were salvaged from the man-
sion house and its original foun-
dation. Set in a tamped crushed-
stone base, the walk stones were 
set just at ground level and the 
spaces were filled with topsoil, 
which was then planted with 
grass seed. The finished walk-
way is not only easy to maintain 

(Canby simply drives the mower right over it), it gives a 
final touch of elegance to the front entry, and it looks as 
though Isaac Trimble placed it there in 1818.

This project’s architectural design by:
Peter Zimmerman Architects
828 Old Lancaster Rd., Berwyn, PA 19312
610-647-6970
610-993-9080 fax
www.pzarchitects.com
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Gary’s Exceptional Excerpts
The Carpenter



Carpentry: A Practical Treatise on Simple Building Construction, Including Framing, Roof 
Construction, General Carpentry Work, Exterior and Interior Finish of Buildings, Building Forms 
and Working Drawings, by Gilbert Townsend, S.B., 1943, American Technical Society, pp. 1-2.

The carpenter has always been 
a worker in wood and probably will 
always be so, unless we are so foolish 
as to neglect the newer art of Forestry 
to such an extent that in the course 
of time we have no wood wherein 
to work and with which to build and 
decorate our habitations. The build-
ing and the decoration of houses and 
other structures has always been the 
special contribution of the carpenter to 
the general welfare of the community, 
and this feature has distinguished him 
from other woodworkers such as car-
riage builders, shipbuilders, coopers, 
and makers of various implements. But 
whereas the carpenter formerly did all 
the work connected with the building 
or decoration of the structure, he now 
performs only a small part of it. At one 
time he was called upon to prepare the 
rough lumber for framing, erect the 
building, make the doors and windows together with 
their frames, and then make and put in place all of the 
outside and inside finish, even including the furniture. 

In these days, however, factories are doing a great 
deal of this work, such as the manufacture of doors 
and window sash, interior finish, furniture, etc., and the 
lumber which was formerly prepared by hand is now 
sawed, cut, planed, molded, and even sandpapered by 
machinery, leaving for carpenters the preparation of 
the framing of buildings not large enough to be built of 
brick, stone, steel, or concrete, and the putting in place 
at the building of the exterior and interior finish which 
has previously been made ready so far as possible at 
the factory. The old-time joiner has given way to the 
modern cabinet maker or the factory woodworker, and 
his plane, saw, and chisel have been replaced by electri-
cally-driven machinery of the planing mill and the door 
factory. Nevertheless, the principles upon which the 
art of carpentry is based have not changed, and we still 

use the formulas, and profit by the wisdom which 
has come down to us from our fathers.

The carpenter has always found at 

hand his material provided by Nature, needing only to 
be cut down and shaped to suit his purposes. It is eas-
ily worked, beautiful in texture, and capable of being 
treated with paints, oils, and varnishes in such a way 
as to preserve it and at the same time give it a pleas-
ing appearance. So suitable is wood for purposes of 
interior decoration that now when other materials such 
as sheet metal are substituted for it on account of their 
greater durability or their superiority as fire resistants, 
great pains are often taken to make these materials look 
like wood by the skillful use of paints and varnishes, 
and such good results have been obtained along this 
line, and the grain of the various kinds of wood has 
been so closely imitated, that one not accustomed to 
woodwork in a business way can hardly distinguish the 
real wood from the imitation.

A knowledge of the characteristics of this material 
which plays so important a part in our lives and which 
is so plentiful, especially in the more recently settled 
parts of the earth, is sure to prove of advantage to all, 
and such knowledge is an absolute necessity to the car-
penter, architect, or other user of wood.
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You know, I’ve known (and loved) this man for 
33 years now, and yet it never ceases to amaze me 
even now how Gary can see the inherent beauty in 
the most ramshackle and forsaken old structures. 
Take for example this old sow’s ear…ahh, before I 
get ahead of myself, a little history first.

This 2-1/2 story brick building was con-
structed about 1880 for D. W. Long as a tobacco 
warehouse. The tobacco 
industry flourished in 
Lancaster County, partic-
ularly the Manheim area, 
during the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries.

A majority of farms in 
the Manheim area grew 
tobacco which was then 
processed into cigars by 
Manheim residents in all 
types of facilities; large 
and small, factories and 
homes. At the turn of 
the century, nearly every 
household in Manheim included at least one cigar 
maker.

D. W. Long was one of about fifteen moderate 
to large cigar manufacturers in the borough. He 
is mentioned in a May 1874 newspaper account 
that records a total of 667,400 cigars produced in 
Manheim for that month, which was not as high 
a total as usual for an unspecified reason. D. W. 
Long’s factory produced slightly more than 6% of 
that total, or 41,200 cigars.

By 1912, the D. W. Long building had been con-
verted into a grain and potato warehouse. By 1939, 
after being acquired by the Pennsylvania Farm 
Bureau Cooperative, a 1-story block addition was 
built on the east gable side. (see Photo #1) Some 
time shortly thereafter, a 2-story block grain stor-
age building was added onto the south exposure. 
(see Photo #2)

In 1965, the stockholders of the Lancaster 
County Farm Bureau Cooperative Association 
voted to consolidate their facilities and operations 
with Agway, Inc., a farmers’ cooperative serving 
twelve northeastern states. Agway’s seed and feed 
divisions were located in this block’s complex. 
This entire block-long complex fell into a state of 
neglect and deterioration after the relocation of 
Agway.

We had been on 
the lookout for a “fixer-
upper” for a number 
of years—in fact, long 
before RESTORE ’N 
MORE moved from 
Lancaster to Manheim. 
But it wasn’t until we 
moved into the bor-
ough of Manheim that 
we found an ally. Rob 
Stoner, the borough’s 

zoning officer, had been (and still is) working tire-
lessly at drumming up interest in the numerous aging 
and neglected commercial buildings that dot the side 
streets and alleys of Manheim. When Rob heard that 
we were looking for a building to house RESTORE ’N 
MORE’s offices and shop, this building immediately 
came to mind. To his knowledge, the building wasn’t for 
sale, but he gave us the owner’s name and encouraged 
us to make the contacts. Well, intrigued by its potential, 
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Gary did contact the owner, and after 
some time the owner was agreeable.

The buying process alone took one 
full year due to zoning issues, subdi-
vision approvals, historical reviews, 
planning committee meetings, etc, 
etc. But once the deal was complete, 
de-construction could begin. As part 
of the purchase deal, the previous owner agreed to 
remove the block additions. (see Photo #3) The bor-
ough also agreed to correct the problems with the pub-
lic storm-water system.

With those buildings removed, the real work of get-
ting this building ready for rehabilitation could com-
mence. And what a laundry list that was!

The building hadn’t been used ever 
since Agway left Manheim, but some-
one had been using it as a garbage 
heap. The first floor was piled full with 
old mattresses and every other con-
ceivable mountain of trash. The anti-
quated granary equipment (you can 
see the grain hopper in Photo #4) was 
still intact, and yet no one—not even 
historic mill sites—was interested in 
it. Eventually, six 40-yard dumpsters 
worth of trash, milling equipment, 
motors, augers, and conveyors were 
hauled out of the building.

The slate roof was about 20 years 
past its life expectancy—and slate 
roofs are usually good for about 75 
years! In turn, all the roof sheathing 
was rotted, and the floors below the 

leaking roof had rotted, 
too. Even the stairways 
were a bit hazardous. 
(see Photo #5) All the 
windows and some of 
the doors had been 
either permanently 
closed off with block or 
brick, or the shutters 
had been nailed shut 
on them. (visible in all 
photos) There were no 
gutters or downspouts. 
No plumbing, sewer, 
water, or heat. No curbs 
or sidewalks. None of 
the exterior woodwork 
had seen a fresh coat of 
paint since long before 
Agway left town. And 
every time it rained, the 
basement filled up with 

several feet of water.
And yet Gary still thought it was a pretty good build-

ing. What’s more, we inherited an old but functioning 
platform scales! (see Photo #6) Readers, can you hear 
him presenting me with his most convincing arguments 
for buying this old sow’s ear, “But, Denise, it even has 
a set of platform scales inside!” Makes you just want to 

run right out and buy 
one, too, doesn’t it?

Actually, what sold 
me on the building is 
that it sets about 20 feet 
off the railroad tracks, 
and right at a rail cross-
ing. That means the 
train would be sound-
ing its horn each time 
it passes the building 
and the building, in turn, 
would be rumbling from 
the passing of the train. 
Being a daughter of one 
who spent nearly his 
entire career working in 
the rail yards, I couldn’t 
wait to move in!
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Be joyful always…

I haven’t finished writing this Spring 2004 
newsletter, and I’m already getting antsy to 
write the summer issue. We’re finally going 

to peek inside 
David and Canby’s 
elegant country 
home— “Champion 
Oak”—which… 
well, I don’t want 

to steal the thunder from that issue. You’ll 
see for yourself. And we’ll take a little tour 
around the completed RESTORE ’N MORE 
office and shop. That’ll be fun.

What’s been a whole lot of fun these 
past couple months since we’ve been in the 
new building is hearing all the activity in the 
shop. You see, for nearly 17 years, our office 
and shop have been miles apart from one 
another. Now, when I sit at my desk, I can 
hear the muffled noises of table saws and 
planers and sanders and the pounding of 
hammers in the shop below. It’s a delightful 

sound of creative, industrious activity. Add 
to that mix the sound of phones ringing, and 
Gary or Don chatting it up with someone, 
and printers spewing out reports (I thought 
Bill Gates promised us a paperless office!), 
and then….then the afternoon train rumbles 
by, blasting its horn. It doesn’t get any better 
than that, people!

Well, yeah it does. One Friday afternoon 
I walked downstairs to the shop to find out 
what Gary was up to. He’d been down there 
so long quietly working away at something. 
Here he had constructed a half dozen blue-
bird nesting boxes. “The bluebirds will be 
coming soon,” he told me. Sure enough, he 
set them out Sunday, February 22nd, and 
later that very same day we spotted blue-
birds checking out their new digs.

They’re a little early this year; but then, 
who puts any stock in what that sleepy 
headed groundhog has to say?

Bluebird of 
Happiness
Bluebird of 
Happiness


