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 ne by one, like leaves from a tree
All my faiths have forsaken me;

But the stars above my head
Burn in white and delicate red,
And beneath my feet the earth

Brings the sturdy grass to birth.
I who was content to be
But a silken-singing tree,

But a rustle of delight
In the wistful heart of night – 

I have lost the leaves that knew
Touch of rain and weight of dew.

Blinded by a leafy crown
I looked neither up nor down – 

But the little leaves that die
Have left me room to see the sky,

Now for the first time I know
Stars above and earth below.



Situated on one of the busy 
main streets of Reamstown, 
Mark & Beth’s home is steeped 
in Reamstown history. The old 
homestead is also steeped in 
generations of family history 
and memories for Beth, whose 
parents, grandparents, and 
generations of ancestors owned 
the property all the way back to the early 1800’s. But 
this continuing saga is about the history and memories 
that Mark & Beth were and are making with the old 
homestead. And we come back once again to the day 
the Restore ’N More trucks pulled into Mark & Beth’s 
driveway. New history and new memories were about to 
be made.

With all the renovations and restoration that were 
to take place in the project, everyone – and Beth in par-
ticular – was always mindful of finding ways to re-incor-
porate features that were original to the structure or the 
grounds. That was the case with the front yard. Beth had 
found some very old photos of the house dating from the 
late 1800’s and mid 1900’s, and in those photos (shown 
above) they clearly showed a picket fence around the 
front of the house. With that in mind, Gary gathered 
together several pages of historic picket fence designs 
for Beth to choose from. With a good design chosen, we 
then built and installed a new fence 
to enclose the front yard once again 
(Photo #2), being careful to stay 
within street set-back requirements 
and yet not disturb the roots of the 
mature trees.

With all the renovations and restoration of the 
existing structure completed, as well as the new 
additions and the picket fence in place, the view 
from the street is now quite engaging. (Photo #3) 
The progression from the original stone home 
to the various colored, stepped additions, ending with 
the garage barn draws the spectator into the scene and 
wanting to know what’s next.

As we take a walk around to the back of the house, 
you might remember the massive trees that overhung 
the house, causing moisture problems as well as a host 
of risks. (Photo #4) Although we do everything possible 
– sometimes the near-impossible – to preserve mature 
trees and shrubs at every project, Mark & Beth’s older 
trees were either too close to the buildings, causing 
moisture problems, or diseased and weakened. Sadly, 
quite a number of old trees had to be removed; however, 
removing those trees gave more than anyone expected. 
Besides opening up the space, allowing sun and air into 
the area, the disturbing of the ground revealed a treasure 
trove of long-forgotten old sandstone walk stones which 
we quickly salvaged for re-use.

Another item that was salvaged for re-use was the bell 
cupola that Beth’s dad had built onto the roof of the orig-
inal garage (seen in its original location in Photo #8). From 
the very first meeting with Mark & Beth, Beth wanted 

that cupola re-used somewhere 
in the project. Although some of 
its parts had rotted, the Restore 
’N More crew took great care to 
rebuild the small structure and 
then install it at last on the top 
of the new garage. (Photo #5) 
Though most bell cupolas have 
a rope (used to ring the bell) 
that drapes across the roof and 
down to the ground, Beth asked 

if we couldn’t 
pass the rope 
through the 
roof itself and 
down into the 
guest quarters 
which are situ-
ated just below 
it. Any roof 
penetration 
can be a cause 
of future water 
problems, and 

what Beth was requesting was an unusual roof penetra-
tion. But, Dennis loves a challenge, and he did it. Guests 
can now pull on that rope from inside the building and 
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wake up all of Reamstown if they 
have a mind to!

Down at ground level of the new 
garage, we added a very nice little pot-
ting shed for Beth to exercise her green 
thumb. (Photo #6) The 6’ x 15’ room, 
tucked away on the rear of the garage 
but within mere feet of the patio, has 
work benches made from vintage 
lumber Beth had saved in the barn. 
We also fully outfitted the space with 
lights, electrical outlets, and water. The 
concrete floor makes for easy clean-up. 

The rear view of the house and 
garage now is a cohesive blending of old and new, 
house and garage, structures and grounds, hard-
scape and landscape. (Photo #7) Though many of 
the old trees are now gone, the site is still well 
populated with mature, healthy trees that flank the 
house at a safe distance, casting shade in some 

areas and yet providing plenty of open, sunlit spaces. 
The entire view is pleasing to the eye and well balanced. 
And the view from inside is even more spectacular! But 
I’m getting ahead of myself now. We’ll show more on that 
in the next issue.

Now we’ll return 
to one more aspect of 
this house’s transfor-
mation. The original 
attached garage (Photo 
#8), built by Beth’s dad, 
underwent a radical 
transformation, and the 
old driveway sprouted 

a new entry 
area to the 
expanding 
house. The 
garage grew 
in height 
when we 
added a full 
second floor 
for an addi-

tional bedroom, and its use was transformed from a 
place to park vehicles to a place to explore the world 
via the web, all sorts of media, and the simple imagina-
tions of children. That is, the garage was transformed 
into a family room strategically situated just off the 
kitchen so that mom can keep an eye on the kids.

Where cars once parked outside the garage, a 
new connecting wing was added to join house to new 
garage, and provide a new, more spacious front entry. 
But to direct visitors to that new entry, we really pulled 
out the stops to create a memorable path. Remember 
the sandstone walk stones I mentioned earlier? Here is 
where those resurrected stones came to life once again, 
but not without a lot of forethought, planning, and cre-

ativity. 
First, the crew was laying out a stone walkway that 

had to negotiate a couple changes in elevation, and the 
finished grades of the surrounding lawns had not been 
established yet. So, there was a great deal of pre-planning 
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that went 
into the set-
ting of these 
stones. After 
all, you don’t 
want to move 
them again 
after they’ve 

been set once. Besides, we wanted to handle the stones 
as little as possible to minimize any breakage. That’s 
where Don’s ingenuity came into play. Don had seen a 
claw-like contraption for lifting bulky loads, and he went 
about designing one for our excavator’s skid loader. 
Some what like a humongous set of calipers with heavy 
metal paddles attached to the ends, the claw grabs the 
large stone from beneath and safely lifts and transports 
it without touching, scratching, or marring the stone’s 
sides. (Photo #9) Here, the fellows are checking the bot-
tom of a large step stone for any unevenness on the 
bottom side before setting it onto its gravel bed. Any 
unevenness had to be corrected for by moving the gravel 
around to accommodate the uneven surfaces.

At the other end of the path, Rob Horst was laying up 
a new entry courtyard. (Photo #10) Because the original 
house is built of limestone, Rob used limestone to lay up 
the new dry-laid wall. This new wall is not laid on tradi-
tional footers of concrete, but rather on tamped crushed 
stone footers. A dry-laid stone wall needs to be able to 
move during times of frost and thaw heaves. By laying 
the wall on a stone footer, the wall can move during the 
changes of seasons; thus preventing cracks in the stones.

Rob’s work with stone is truly a work of art. As he 
laid up the stone wall, he incorporated an old grindstone 
– another of Beth’s memorabilia – into the wall directly 
opposite the front door. What a site to see every time 
anyone walks out the front door! (Photo #11) 
Don and Rob added one more asset to this 
already stunning wall after Rob capped the 
wall with more Pennsylvania bluestone. 
Rob had set little clips just under the lip of 
the cap, and Don attached rope lighting the 
entire length of the wall. Now, at night, a soft 
light bathes the wall and showcases Rob’s 
artwork.

Another important part of the new walk-
way and courtyard was the incorporation 
of a small patio or landing area midway 
between the parking area and the courtyard. 
This area, laid with Pennsylvania blue stone 
paving stone, would be landscaped with 
shrubs and flowers, so Gary suggested that 
we use one of the very largest leftover sand-
stones to make a bench in that little patio 
area. The stone, measuring four feet long and 

two feet front to 
back and nearly 
a foot thick was 
a bit hefty to 
say the least. 
(Photo #12) 
Needless to say, 
the day that 
Dennis and Rob 
wanted to set this bench seat stone, the skid loader with 
its nifty claw wasn’t on the job site. So, five strong guys 
hoisted it by hand from its resting spot to its new place 
atop two long sandstones that had been anchored verti-
cally into the ground as legs for the new bench.

With it all said and done, the view for visitors to Mark 
& Beth’s new/old home is spectacular! (Photo #13) And 
if the broader view isn’t enough, just walking down the 
stone path, pausing at the stone bench to drink in the 
landscaping and smell the flowers, then continuing on to 
the courtyard and admiring the stonework and the many 
details of the additions certainly will make any visitor 
feel like he or she is being ushered into a very special 
home – a home of history and memories; some old, some 
new, and some in the making.
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Gary’s Exceptional Excerpts
Trees Around The Home

Trees In Winter: Their Study, Planting, Care and Identification,  
by A. F. Blakeslee, Ph.D., and C. D. Jarvis, Ph.D., The MacMillan Company, NY, 1916, pp. 70-74.

The Location of the Home — It is remarkable that so 
many country residences are located on the hill-tops, 
fully exposed to the cold winter winds. Such loca-
tions usually are not only unattractive, but 
are decidedly inconvenient. It is true that 
the higher elevations offer better views of 
the landscape, but, as Mr. Manning has 
remarked, “One soon tires of a fine view, 
if it is secured at the expense of a daily 
climb up a long hill.” It would seem more 
desirable to select for the residence a 
less elevated site and reserve the hill-
top for an occasional view of the distant 
landscape. More pleasing planting effects 
also may be produced on a gently sloping 
hill-side. The matter of convenience is of 
greatest importance and, of course, should 
be given precedence over esthetic consider-
ations....

The Function of Trees in Home Decoration 
— The fundamental uses of trees around the home 
are to furnish the great masses of vegetation with which 
to frame the home picture, to direct and restrict the views 
along desirable lines, to screen objectionable objects, to 
emphasize the elevations of the ground, to vary the sky-
line, to furnish shade and shelter, and to give to the sur-
roundings the expression of comfort and homliness. Trees 
contribute to these purposes mainly by their foliage which 
varies not only with the species, but with the changes in 
season. Their flowers and their fruit, while largely inci-
dental, are valuable attributes and should receive careful 
consideration. Even in their winter condition, trees possess 
great beauty, although of a different kind.

Shrubs — It is difficult to discuss home planting with-
out taking into consideration the use of woody shrubs. In 
conjunction with trees they are useful in the production 
of great banks of foliage. As a rule, trees require much less 
attention than do shrubs, and by the careful selection of 
species very satisfactory results may be produced by their 
exclusive use. It is always well, however, to include a few 
shrubs, even in the most unpretentious plantings. Shrubs 
are largely used in groups and belts and not as individual 
specimens. Few shrubs are sufficiently graceful and charac-
teristic in habit to make pleasing objects when planted sin-
gly, but by their great variety, a group becomes very attrac-
tive. Their place is largely in borders with trees or build-
ings as back grounds and in clumps in the open lawn or 
in the bends of walks and drives. On small lots the shrubs 
and small trees should predominate, while the larger areas 
will stand a greater proportion of large trees.

Planting for Winter Effect — It is remarkable in view of 
the volumes that have been written on subjects relating 
to landscape architecture, that so little attention has been 
given to the matter of planting for winter effect. Most trees 
in the northern sections are dormant or in their winter 
condition for at least six months in every year. Although 
people do not use their gardens and grounds so much 
at this season of the year as in the summer, the appear-
ance of the home surroundings in winter may be greatly 

improved by the careful selection of species and by their 
proper grouping. The evergreens, of course, are 

indispensable for winter effect, but some of them 
are decidedly more desirable than others. 

The spruces, unless used with discretion, 
are likely to be too formal for rural plant-
ing, but when interspersed with pines 
and hemlocks are very useful for back-
grounds. The hemlock is the most grace-
ful of evergreens and should be more 
generally planted around rural homes. It 
thrives well in shaded locations where 
other species fail. There is a great varia-
tion in color among evergreens and the 
somber effect produced by some kinds 

may be greatly diminished by planting 
with them one of the brighter colored spe-

cies. The same result may be attained by 
using some of the contrasty deciduous trees, 

like the white or gray birch. The value of the 
birches also may be greatly enhanced by being 

located in front of an evergreen background...
The Planting Plan — ....The landscape gardener, 

whether amateur or professional, before locating his trees 
should study the surroundings with a view of ascertaining 
the direction of the most pleasing views. In this connection 
he will consider the views from the various windows of 
the house, from the veranda, and from various points on 
the lawn. In locating the trees, then, it is necessary to keep 
constantly in mind these desirable views. The next prob-
lem will be to block out any objectionable views, either 
on the home grounds or on adjacent lands....One or more 
clumps of trees or shrubs carefully arranged may effective-
ly block out objectionable views without completely clos-
ing the view in that direction. Furthermore, skillful garden-
ers often appropriate views through neighboring grounds 
in order to give expanse to a place that would otherwise 
appear crampt. This is accomplished by blocking out the 
neighboring houses and by maintaining vistas through the 
adjacent grounds. Similar results may be attained by open-
ing vistas into adjoining meadows or pasture fields.

With larger areas it is often advisable to separate the 
grounds in such a way as to provide for secluded nooks, 
and this is very easily accomplished by planting. Such 
secluded areas, however, should be relatively small and 
should not detract from the unity of the whole scheme....

The Finished Picture — Where trees and shrubs have 
been properly grouped the result should present a pleasing 
picture. The house will naturally be the central figure and 
any planting scheme that will detract attention from the 
house is not considered good taste. The vistas from the 
highway should lead to the central figure – the house. The 
shrubbery, if well planned, will form an appropriate frame 
to the landscape picture....Such trees and shrubs, there-
fore, should be attractive and should be closely related to 
the house. If many trees are scattered over the ground one 
is likely to lose sight of the central figure and the result is 
likely to present the appearance of a tree museum rather 
than a home picture.



The rear of Peter & Millie’s elegant city home had 
undergone some changes over the years since it was 
first built in the 1920’s. This much later rear addition 
(Photo #1) consisted of a 2nd-floor bedroom above a 
small 1st-floor laundry room and L-shaped covered patio 
area. But there was a problem: No powder room existed 
on the entire first floor, and 
there was no room to incor-
porate one without adding 
on. The decision was made to 
enclose the entire lower level 
of the addition, thus eliminat-
ing the covered patio, in order 
to gain a much-needed powder 
room – perhaps even a full 
bathroom – and additional liv-
ing space.

The challenge was in try-
ing to fit all those desires into a space that 
measured less than 14’ x 14’. But, you all 
know by now that a challenge is nothing 
more than an opportunity in disguise to 
the guys at Restore ’N More. Gary present-
ed Peter & Millie with various layouts, but 
in the end, they agreed that the space was 
too small to get everything they wanted 
including a full bathroom. The decision 
was made to include a small powder room, 
a large storage closet/pantry, a wet-bar, a 
laundry area, and open space for a table 
and chairs. That’s still a lot for such a 
small space, but the plan looked do-able.

Shortly after we began the demolition 
phase, and just before Peter & Millie left 
for a long-awaited extended vacation, they 
offered a picture of something they liked 
for the exterior and wondered if the con-
cept could be incorporated into their proj-
ect. Don took the digital photo shown in 
#1 and pulled it up on his computer. Then, 
using a simple CAD program, made a draw-
ing onto the photo of what Peter & Millie 
were considering. Don then emailed the new design 
(Photo #2) to Peter. The emailed design met with their 
approval, but that wasn’t the end of the conversation. 
That was only one of many emails sent back and forth 
between Don and Peter while Peter & Millie were soak-
ing up the warm sun in the Carolinas and the Restore 
’N More crew was transforming their addition in the 
frosty days of winter. Because Peter & Millie wouldn’t be 
available for on-site, in-process meetings, email became 
the link of communication for everything from weekly 
updates to question-&-answer sessions to product 

selections.
Because the work was started in the chill 

of winter, Dennis 
and the crew tarped 
in the entire lower 
level (Photo #3) to 
keep the structure 
dry and warm 
enough for every-
one to work in there 
and for the new 
masonry work to 
cure properly.

As the Restore 
’N More crew was 
removing the exte-
rior walls of the 
small laundry room, 
they realized that 
small room was 
actually an original 
structure which the 
newer addition had 
been built around. 

That was obvious by 
the older grayish ceiling 
joists seen in the center 
of Photo #4. But a prob-
lem arose. By removing 
the walls, those joists 
now had nothing on 
which to bear. So, the 
fellows quickly built 
temporary supporting 
frames for those old 
joists as well as the 
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Back at the office, Don was on the phone breaking 
the news to Peter and on the computer emailing pic-
tures of the discovery to him. Because of the obvious 
need for restructuring the joist system, this was going 
to increase the cost of the project and add several more 
days to the length of the project. With Peter’s go-ahead, 
Don ordered new microlam 
joists to span the entire width 
of the area, and as soon as 
they were delivered the car-
pentry crew installed them.

In the meantime, Rob 
Horst infilled the two large 
porch openings at either 
side of the lower level with 
concrete block, thus adding 
additional structural support 
to the entire addition. As Rob 
laid up the new wall, he left 
one opening on each side to accommodate 
a window. (Photo #5) The windows that were 
to be installed in these new, smaller open-
ings were the same windows that had been 
salvaged from the original laundry room, and 
they matched the windows in the rest of the 
house. Also, once Rob finished the new block 
walls, we jacked out the original concrete patio 
floor, laid a new stone base and new plumbing 
lines to accommodate all the new fixtures, and 
then poured a new concrete floor.

The third and very large opening that 
faced out to the back yard was framed in 
with 2x lumber and plywood. A French door 
was added (Photo #6) which provides ample 
access to the room and a wide-open vista of 
their nicely landscaped yard. We also added 
exterior electrical outlets and water hydrants 
at this time while the renovations were still in 
process, and the ground was still torn up adja-
cent to the structure.

Inside, Dennis and the crew framed up a powder 
room in the vicinity of the original laundry room and 

an equally-sized walk-
in closet/pantry on the 
opposite wall. Although 
Peter & Millie were hop-
ing that they might actu-
ally have room for a full 
bath, and Gary provided 
them with several pos-
sible layouts, they would 
have had to sacrifice too 
much of their wish-list. 
Once all the framing and 
drywall was completed, 

Mike Millay and Phil Hollinger, plasterers, finished the 
interior surfaces. (Photo #7)

While the interior was being worked on, decisions 
had to be made regarding the details of the small porch 
roof and supporting columns. It might be small – only 
three feet deep – and it required only two columns, but 

this detail was all-important 
to the final design of the exte-
rior. Because the columns 
themselves needed to be 
smooth to blend in with the 
smooth stucco exterior of the 
addition, the bases needed to 
be somewhat decorative to 
add some interesting detail. 
So, Don sent Peter to visit a 
neighbor, who happened to 
be another Restore ’N More 
client, to look at their column 

bases. (Photo #8) 
The new columns and 

decorative bases are actually 
made of long-lasting, rot-resis-
tant “poly-stone.” Meaning, 
they are made of a composite 
of plastic resins and concrete. 
The new porch roof resting 
on those new columns (Photo 
#9) was based on the original 
design which was emailed to 
Peter & Millie very early in the 
project. At this point, the finish 
coat of stucco still had to be 
applied to the exterior walls, 
and the roof finishes needed to 
be installed. In order to tie the 
new entrance to the original 
patio, we poured a concrete 

slab and laid a three-foot deep flagstone stoop across 
the entire width of the new porch. The  
flagstone was further tied into the patio.
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Back inside, (Photo 
#10) the finished proj-
ect was shaping up. 
Recessed lighting really 
brightens up the new 
room and vibrant wall 
color. The door, win-
dow, and baseboard 
trims match the same 
in the rest of the house, 
and the tile floor makes 
a great transition from 
outside, through the 
addition, and into the 
main house. The floor 
has radiant in-floor heat 
installed beneath, mak-
ing it a very cozy room 
even during winter’s 
chill. We installed new 
cabinetry to accom-
modate a new “wet-bar” 
area, which is so handy 
for entertaining on the 
patio in the summer 
or inside in the winter. 
The French doors offer 
a great view of the yard 
all year long.

The powder room, 
though very small, 
turned out to be a 
real gem. (Photo #11) 
Wainscoting was 
installed to lighten up 
the small area, and the 
pedestal sink also helps make the area feel less constricted. The 
same tile flooring blends right into the small room. Next to the 
powder room, and opposite the wet-bar, is space for the washer 
and dryer. Though not shown in the photos, Millie cleverly dis-
guises them when not in use, and their tops serve as additional 
serving space during entertaining.

Next to the wet-bar is the walk-in closet/pantry (Photo #12) 
which balances the space created for the powder room on the 
opposite wall. With built-in shelves and pantry, the closet pro-
vides ample storage for the overflow from the main house as 
well as for entertaining.

With the renovations complete, the lower level now appears 
like it had always been there. (Photo #13) Fresh paint in a sub-
dued, earthy color on the entire addition – both lower and 
upper levels – along with the white trims give it a classic, almost 
Italian-countryside, appeal. The flowers and greenery around 
the porch floor complete the lush gardenscape – a bonus for 
both Peter & Millie. At the completion of the project, they didn’t 
need to re-plant anything. Despite all the demolition and con-
struction, the original flowering plants grew back up. I guess 
even the flowers liked what we did!
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making History

20Years

“...history is an ongo-
ing activity and whatever 
changes or corrections we 
make to a building is the 
act of making history.”

“...history is an ongo-
ing activity and whatever 
changes or corrections we 
make to a building is the 
act of making history.”

When I joined Restore ’N More in 1994, my prior experience 
was in new construction and remodeling. I decided that if I was 
going to continue in the construction business, I wanted to do 
something more challenging and creative than building new 
houses in subdivisions. I also realized that I didn’t want to be 
part of the machine that continues to devour some of the best 
farm land in the world. When it was time to find a new job, I 
met the guys at Restore ’N More and I liked the type of work 
they were doing and the way they were 
doing it. That was 13 years ago and 
we’ve completed a lot of special proj-
ects along the way. Little did I know 
that I would get to know so many great 
clients and be able to help them to 
fulfill their hopes and dreams for their 
properties.

Since joining the crew at Restore 
’N More, I’ve had a lot of opportunities 
to work on some very interesting proj-
ects, and the variety of types of build-
ings that I have worked on has been 
a very wide range. From timber framed additions, to log build-
ings, to barns and smoke houses, summer kitchens and bake 
ovens, stone houses, brick houses, frame houses, and porches 
on any of the above. Some have been very old and some have 
been more modern, but every one has its own story to tell. And, 
O if those walls could talk, I’m sure I could write volumes about 
what they would say.

This was the case on one job where we thought that a par-
ticular mantle was original to a room that we were restoring 
and when we slid the mantle into the corner where we thought 
it may have been, the notch in the chair rail just fell right into 
place and there was no mistaking that this was the original loca-
tion of the piece.

At another old house, we needed to chase away the wildlife 
before we could begin rehabilitating the place into a beautiful 
home for the owners. Turkey buzzards were living in the attic 
and squirrels were nesting in the ceiling. After removing the 
wildlife, we needed to close up the windows and other open-
ings to prevent them from returning. The turkey buzzards hung 
around for awhile but soon realized that this would be a per-
manent move. The squirrels on the other hand were a bit more 
persistent and returned to re-establish their home in the dor-
mer. Once again, they had to be evicted and their access closed 
off with wire mesh.

One of the questions that I am frequently asked as a proj-
ect supervisor is, “can we do (you fill in the blank), with our 
house?” In most cases the answer is yes, we can do just about 
anything you want with your house. At Restore ’N More, we 
are always up to the challenge of doing the unusual or creating 
something unique. Every project that I have been involved in 
has some sort of unique feature, and one of the most rewarding 
aspects of my job is when an idea becomes a plan, and I get to 
help make a plan come together.

For example, one home owner needed a stairway rebuilt; 
but, as it turned out, space would not accommodate a standard 
staircase. Ultimately, we created a spiral staircase from the 
basement to the second floor. In addition, this customer wanted 
a secret passageway through the back of a closet into the stair-
way landing for the children reminiscent of “The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe”! I’m sure those children had lots of fun with 

their friends, exploring and playing make-believe in that home.
Often we add unique features to a home like a special built 

in cupboard that looks like a piece of furniture or a paneled 
room end that appears that it was always part of the house. 
One time we built a unique hutch in a wall space that previ-
ously was a window in an exterior wall. We’ve included water 
features like troughs, wells, and fountains inside and outside of 
homes that add special effect to a home.

Many times a client will ask if a par-
ticular detail is right for their house. 
My response is usually something 
like this, “You are the person that will 
come down the steps every morning 
and look at it, so it’s really up to you to 
decide if that is the right thing to do.” 
That being said, if you are one of our 
past clients, you may remember a time 
when either Gary, Don, or I have left 
you know that we thought you were 
making either a good or a not-so-good 
decision about something.

Another interesting aspect about my work is learning histor-
ical facts or stories about a house. Like the one where a previ-
ous owner stopped in and told about the ghosts that were very 
active in the house. The story goes that the ghosts that haunted 
the place moved about in the house, moving objects especially 
in the summer kitchen. The house was built in the mid-1700’s 
and it wasn’t inhabited for years until the current owners decid-
ed to restore it to its former beauty. I never encountered a ghost 
despite working there early in the morning or into the evening, 
but it did keep me looking over my shoulder!

Some properties have historical significance to the owners 
or the community, and some just happen to be a property that 
a client has purchased with the intention of creating a special 
home for themselves, many times with the hope that future 
generations of their family will be able to enjoy the home also. 
Not all of the houses have had an inherent beauty, but my goal 
when approaching a new job is to find the special interests of 
the owner and what they really want to accomplish with the 
house or the part of the house that we are working on, and 
bring those areas of interest together to create a home that can 
be lived in and enjoyed by the owners and their families.

At Restore ’N More we definitely have an interest in historic 
properties, but history didn’t stop in the 18th-, 19th-, or even 
the 20th-century. The fact of the matter is that history is an 

ongoing activity and whatever 
changes or corrections we make 
to a building is the act of making 
history. It is our desire to make 
those changes in a way that will 
enhance the structure and ulti-
mately enhance the lives of those 
who will use the structure. 

Regardless of the size of the 
project or the age of the struc-
ture, each project and its owners 
are special to the folks here at 
Restore ’N More, and we look for-
ward to many new and exciting 
projects in the future.



For 20 years, I’ve said there’s never a dull moment around here thanks to the ongoing 
list of exciting projects we are working on and because of certain lovable individuals who 

bring a sense of excitement to the office. This time around the honor goes to none other than 
our own Don Delp.

Don has brought a great deal of excitement to Restore ’N More over the past 20 years that he’s been 
with us, but none more dramatic than the day before his 20th employment anniversary this past August 
22. He landed in the hospital with a broken neck which he suffered, not while working in tenuous places 

which you might expect on a jobsite, but rather while frolicking with his kids on a weekend camping trip. 
Let’s just say that Mister Delp probably won’t be cart-wheeling down any hills in an inner tube anytime soon – 

or ever again if his wife or the rest of us have anything to say about it! It might have made an award-winning video 
for America’s Funniest Home Videos show, but there is nothing funny about what happens to anyone who gets flipped 
head-over-heels and lands hard on his head.

But, true to his nature, he was making cell-phone calls from the gurney in the hospital, and then again from the 
ambulance as they transported him to a hospital better equipped for spinal trauma cases. And, might I add, he didn’t 
go to any hospital immediately. No-o-o! He waited four days, figuring it was just muscle pain. Do you believe this guy?! 

But thanks to many, many prayers, 24 hours after being admitted to the hospital the doctors determined Don’s bro-
ken vertebra was stabilized enough that they could strap him into a neck brace and send him home to heal. I’m hoping 
that by the time you read this, Don will be shedding the neck brace for good and back to visiting your project sites.

 Don gave us enough excitement, if you will call it that, to last a lifetime. In fact, we could do without that kind 
of excitement. We’d much rather concentrate on your exciting projects, and we have some great projects to show you 
in upcoming issues of A Letter About Home. Keep watching & reading!

Never a Dull Moment
Restore’N More—
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Building Relationships &  

Providing Exceptional 
Craftsmanship
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	Consulting
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return service requested

“...give thanks to the 
Lord for his unfailing 
love and his wonderful  
deeds for men”

—Psalm 107:8

“...give thanks to the 
Lord for his unfailing 
love and his wonderful  
deeds for men”

—Psalm 107:8

Be joyful always…


