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In the elder days of art

Builders wrought with greatest care

Each minute and unseen part,

For the gods see everywhere.”

—Longfellow 

“““ In the elder days of art

Builders wrought with greatest care
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Creative Minds
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Throughout these past twelve months, as I’ve plied 
Don and Dennis with questions about David & Canby’s 
project, I often felt like I was laboring hard to drag 
any scrap of interesting tidbits out of them. And I can 
understand: They do this stuff all day long, 52 weeks of 
the year. They and the rest of the crew members are so 
good at it that all these applications are second-nature 
to them. Moving a 600-ton stone house intact gets them 
talking, but they have a hard time comprehending that 
making an intricate wooden crown wrap itself around a 
water pipe also can be very interesting to the uninitiated.

So, I laid out all the photos, pulled up an extra chair 
for Dennis to sit on, got my paper and pen ready, and 
then steeled myself to drag yet another story out of him 
about the interior of David & Canby’s house for this 
issue. He hadn’t even sat down when I knew we had 
finally hit pay dirt! 

The architect, in designing the additions, had simply 
indicated the areas for a fireplace, some built-ins, and a 
bar; he intentionally left the design and details of those 
items to David & Canby and the contractor. Here was 
the creative outlet for both Dennis and the homeowners. 
And what a great job they did!

All the cabinetry designs and details were worked 
out during the usual weekly job meetings — Canby was 
great at making quick decisions. And all the components 
including all the trims were built on site.

This ad hoc design team came up with a final design 
for the Family Room’s fireplace surround by perusing a 
number of old design books from Gary’s collection. They 
needed something tall and substantial because the fire-
place structure is the tallest and most imposing element 
in the room. That and the flanking built-ins were com-

pletely designed on site, (Photo #1) 
and built on site. The units to the 
left of the fireplace have a window 
seat incorporated into the base unit, 
and the units to the right conceal 
the TV and stereo system. 

The bar, (Photo #2) which is 
positioned in the opposite wall, has 
an ice maker inside the base cabinet 
and a small copper sink in the wood 
countertop (its faucet is visible in 
the right corner of the countertop). 
The 22” deep countertop is one sin-
gle piece of salvaged lumber. Low-
voltage lights are installed behind 
the trims. 

New heart-pine flooring was installed throughout the 
family room addition. (Photo #3)

One of the coolest examples of making something 
out of nothing is found in the Dining Room in the original 
stone part of the house. This room did have a fireplace 
in it, but previous owners had added some built-in cup-
boards to one side of the fireplace (Photo #4), something 
which David & Canby and the architect chose to elimi-
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nate in exchange for a new 
window opening. And we did 
that, but we added one tiny 
little detail that fulfilled one 
of David’s long-time wishes: 
a deep window with a till 
drawer built in. (Photo #5) 
Rather than construct an 
obviously new one, 
Gary found a vintage 
till drawer at Sylvan 
Brandt Architectural 
Salvage. 

On the opposite 
side of the room an 
existing door was to 
be infilled because 
the new additions 
were built against 
the opening. (Photo 
#6) Well, rather than 
just close up an oth-
erwise good hole in 

the wall, 
Dennis 
and Canby 
decided 
to fill the 
opening 
with a new 
lighted 
cupboard. 
(Photo #7) 
Dennis 
designed 
and made 
the trims 
to match 
the original 
fireplace 
surround 
in the same 
room (see 
fireplace in 
Photo #5). 
Reeded 
pilasters 
and key-

stone, scalloped shelves, and elaborate cornice had to 
be scaled to fit the opening, and the best — or should I 
say, the trickiest — part of the design-build process was 
wrapping the crown around a water pipe which could 
not be moved. That pipe stood right where the column’s 
capital returned back into the crown. Talk about some 

tricky cuts and 
precise measuring! 
But, Dennis made 
it happen; he even 
worked the ceil-
ing crown around 
both pipes! (Photo 
#8) As you can 
see by that photo, 
Dennis built this 
cupboard after the 

painters had already painted the room. 
But we all know how neat Dennis is. The 
only thing the painters had to re-paint 
was one pipe, and that was to make it 
“disappear” into the white of the new 
cupboard.

Between the new Family Room and 
the Dining Room is a new kitchen (Photo 
#9), complete with all the modern ameni-
ties any cook could hope for. Once again 
the architect gave just the basic layout 
and left the final design and details to the 

owners and their kitchen designer Barbara (Bobby) Herr. 
The new kitchen has clean, simple, but elegant lines that 
fit the house perfectly. The cabinets are painted white, 
the granite countertops are the color of slate, and the 
floors are heart pine, finished natural. The massive hood 
surround with mantle piece was built on site by Dennis. 
And the antique-style tin lighting fixtures above the 
island were custom made by Doug Rhoads of Columbia.

On the second floor, just above the kitchen, is the 
new master bathroom. (Photo #10) Here, too, the archi-

tect suggested 
a basic lay-
out, but the 
final design, 
product selec-
tions, and 
accessorizing 
were entirely 
Canby’s cre-
ation. There 
are “His” and 
“Hers” lava-
tories (sinks); 
the second lav-
atory, not seen 
in the photo, 
is on the adja-
cent wall to 
the right of 
the tub. And a 
large, glass-
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enclosed, walk-in 
shower and com-
mode area is behind 
the camera. The 
random-width wood 
floor lends to the 
Victorian flavor of 
the room; however, 
the shower-com-
mode area is all 
tiled. 

The story of how this bathroom came 
to be is especially interesting: 

Canby purchased all the plumbing fixtures over the 
internet, saving her and David a great deal of money 
which could be spent in other areas of the renovation. 
But it goes without saying, this method is definitely not 
for every homeowner undergoing renovations. Canby 
had the huge benefit of time on her side. She spent many 
hours researching and following through on her selec-
tions and subsequent purchases. She, as the homeowner, 
took on the immense responsibility of seeing that the 
products were shipped and delivered on time to meet the 
plumber’s schedule. She also took on the risk of receiving 
damaged goods, or simply the wrong item being shipped 
— which means she had to get new product or the cor-
rect product on site as quickly as possible without dis-

rupting the schedule. She also assumes the risk of product failure. However, in Canby’s case, 
her decision to let her fingers do the walking over the world-wide web proved to be a winner. 
And she never once kept the plumbers waiting.

This project’s architectural design by:
Peter Zimmerman Architects • 828 Old Lancaster Rd., Berwyn, PA 19312

610-647-6970 • 610-993-9080 fax • www.pzarchitects.com

4

7

8

9



10



5

Gary’s Exceptional Excerpts
The Saturday Night Bath

The Vanishing American Outhouse, A History of Country Plumbing, 
by Ronald S. Barlow, Windmill Publishing Company, 1992, pp. 89, 91.

To the Norsemen of old we owe more than just 
the names of weekdays — Wednesday, Woden’s 
Day, Thursday, Thor’s Day, and so on. The 
Saturday night bath ritual is said to have 
originated among these robust seafar-
ing warriors…

From ancient Greece to the 
Roman Empire and on through the 
eighteenth century, bathing was a 
common public activity — some-
times segregated, sometimes 
mixed — often a family event.

“A bath in every bedroom” 
is not entirely a modern con-
cept. Archeologists who dug up 
Pharaoh Ramses’ 1500 B.C. palace 
discovered custom-built, one-
bedroom, one-bath apartments 
for each of the concubines in his 
harem.

Agrippa introduced public baths to Rome in 23 B.C. 
The baths of Diocletian were the largest and could 
accommodate over three thousand frolicking citizens 
at one time….Upper class Romans had private bathing 
facilities in their homes. These baths occupied an entire 
marble-lined room and contained piped-in hot water 
and heated air.

After the decline and fall of the Roman Empire, 
sanitation took a back seat to survival for most folks…
Several centuries elapsed before royalty began to 
rediscover “total” bathing…Later, the great unwashed 
gentry of Britain actually learned to bathe from their 
Hindu subjects; although it did take several generations 
for the daily bath to become an established institution 
in England.

In early America the bathroom was of course non-
existent. Bathless homes were a normal state-of being. 
Washing your face, neck, arms and feet once a week 
was considered adequate for general social acceptance. 
Special containers were kept handy for this chore in 

upper class bedrooms, where bathing customar-
ily took place. These furnishings consisted of 

a washstand, a bowl, a pitcher, a slop jar 
(for used water), a foot bath, and a towel 

horse. Warm water was carried upstairs by servants; 
plumbing in bedrooms was a late nineteenth cen-

tury invention.
Benjamin Franklin brought home his own 

shoe-shaped bathtub from Paris in 1778. He 
was suffering from a skin ailment at the 
time and took hot baths often. He sat erect 
in the heel with his legs extending into 
the vamp of this giant shoe. There was 
a device in the heel to keep the water 
warm and the toe contained a spigot 
drain for emptying. A book rack was 
built in the tub at eye level for leisure-
ly reading. The entire contraption was 
made of copper for easy maintenance.

Seventy-two years elapsed from 
the time of Ben Franklin’s pioneer-
ing efforts until a bathtub was actu-
ally installed in the White House, by 

President Millard Fillmore, in 1850. Sometime earlier 
the state of Virginia had placed an annual tax of thirty 
dollars on every bathtub brought into the state, and 
Boston had made bathing unlawful except on medical 
advice. President Buchanan even lacked a tub at his pri-
vate residence in the late 1860’s.

Why all this commotion over bathtubs? Well, mod-
esty we suppose — probably a puritanical heritage 
of sorts. It is interesting to note that in early America, 
bathtubs were considered highly objectionable to look 
upon — much like a urinal would be to some folks 
today. Slipcovers and wooden cabinets were made to 
hide them from public view when not in use.

Gradually, in the 19th-century, all this changed — 
“Cleanliness” had become “Godliness” — dirt and bodi-
ly filth were condemned by all right minded persons. 
The Saturday night bath became almost a religious 
ritual . . , you had to clean up your act before Sunday 
morning. Church services never smelled better!

During the 1870’s, when all plumbing began to move 
indoors, cast iron bathtubs gradually replaced the 
earlier portable tin variety which were dragged out for 
use in front of the fireplace or woodstove on Saturday 
night. It had taken four thousand years to come full cir-
cle. Bathers were back in the tub where they belonged!



Yeah, yeah 
— I know, 
I called it a 
sow’s ear. But I 
told you Gary 
has this gift 
for visualizing 
what could 
be instead of 
what is. I also 
neglected to 
say that, except 
for the exterior, 
he gave each 
of us free rein 
to plan, design, 
and lay out 
our respective 
areas.

Of course, because it is a historic commercial 
building, we had to comply with strict guidelines 
set down by Labor & Industry, PA Historic & 
Museum Commission, and Manheim Boro’s histor-
ic review commission. But, thanks to the capable 
work of Cox-Evans Architects, we were able to 
negotiate our way through those mazes. 

Don and Dennis were given the entire ground 
floor (Photo #1) to lay out and build the “work-
shop.” It’s amazing how much work and storage 
area they packed into that 32’ x 38’ space — and 
it’s not cramped at all! The space is heated for 
winter, and there’s no need for summer air con-
ditioning. Remember, this structure was origi-
nally built as a tobacco 
warehouse. With thick 
brick walls, and the 
loading dock doors 
and windows opened 
wide, it has been quite 
comfortable all sum-
mer long.

Dennis laid out 
the building-materi-
als and tools storage 
area (Photo #2), and 
Don and Dennis col-
laborated on the work 
benches (Photo #3); 
of course, all the guys 
had a hand in build-
ing the work benches. The 65-foot long, U-shaped work 
surface is made from vintage framing material glued 
and bolted together, all recycled material from gutting 
the interior. Now they have enough space to comfort-

ably work with long lengths of lumber, and there’s 
enough room for several men to work at different tasks 
at the benches at the same time. They also built storage 
cabinets beneath the work benches, and installed peg-
boards above for instant access to small hand tools.

They even had room to include a full bathroom com-
plete with shower stall. Yes, the shower stall sounds 
like a luxury, but actually we all felt it was a necessity. 
In case any worker should accidentally get splashed 
or sprayed with a harmful substance, we can get that 
person rinsed down as quickly as possible. Thankfully 
no one has had to use the shower for emergency pur-
poses. So far, the fellows have used it only for washing 
up between working on the job site and going on a sales 
call. Yes, they do clean up nicely, don’t they! 

Up on the second floor — the office space — we 
worked closely with Cox-Evans Architects to come up 
with a floor plan that is open and yet affords everyone 
a measure of privacy — well, except for Karen and me. 

For some reason, the guys 
decided we needed to be 
“on display.” (Photo #4) I 
don’t get it. When we’re at 
work, we have the messi-
est desks!

We decided to build 
half-height walls to capi-
talize on all the natural 
light that spills in through 
the ceiling-high windows. 
The ceilings are over 10’ 
high and the new parti-
tion walls are 6’ tall which 
gives each office a sense 
of seclusion, and yet we 

can converse with one another (or toss paper airplanes 
over the top) without leaving our work areas. 

The partition walls and the work island, as well as 
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the wood floor, in the public area (the fore-
ground of Photo #4), were made with tongue-
&-groove flooring made from lumber also 
recycled from the structure’s interior. After 
the initial demolition, we had stacks of 4” x 
6” x 16’ fir framing that came out of the origi-
nal grain bins. We cut those timbers to the 
lengths we needed for the walls and the floor, 
and then took the pieces to Sylvan Brandt 
Antique & Resawn Flooring located in Lititz. 
There, Steve and Whitey — you know, Gary 
and I have known Whitey for about 25-30 
years, and I still don’t know how he got that 
nickname — anyway, they ran all those tim- bers through a horizontal band saw (Photo #5) to make 

as many 1” thick planks as possible. Then they ran 
those planks through a 4-sided molder which planed 
and shaped each plank into the precise thickness and 
width we wanted, and tongued and grooved the edges 
all in one pass. (Photo #6) This molder, one of the 
largest 4-sided molders on the East Coast, is entirely 
computerized, it can shape lumber up to 18” wide, and 
can output between 2,500 and 3,000 square feet a day 
— and they still can’t keep up with the demand for 
flooring and shaped wood! And the only human compo-
nent to the machine is feeding the wood in one end and 
pulling the finished product out the other end.

We intentionally left the bricks exposed on the stair 
wall, and then Jim Koller built a very striking Victorian-
style pierced railing which shows off nicely against the 

brick backdrop. (Photo #7) And, we did 
nothing to hide the massive support 
timbers in the center of the room and 
across the ceiling. In fact, they’re prob-
ably the most striking detail in the office 
aside from the custom quilt hangings 
which dear friend Jane Good Hess made 
for us. (Photo #4)

So, we have a nice blending of 
old and new throughout RESTORE ’N 
MORE’s new home. Which really is what 
“RESTORE” and “MORE” is all about.
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Restore ’N More
. . .master
craftsmen
of the
highest
calibre.

 Restoration/Preservation
Rehabilitation/Adaptive Re-use

 Period Home Reproduction

 Custom Additions,
Kitchens & Baths

 Custom Millwork
& Moldings

 Window & Door
Reconstruction

 Barns & Accessory
Buildings

 Pre-Purchase Analysis

 Consulting

717-664-7575
www.restorenmore.com

251 W. Stiegel St.
P.O. Box 128

Manheim, PA 17545

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Wet Hen 
Dot Com

Be joyful always…

One thing I have 
become acutely aware 
of these past 10 months 
since we moved into our 
new “digs” is how excit-

ing and beneficial new technologies can be in what 
is considered an “old world” business. Like, the 
computerized machinery found at Sylvan Brandt’s. 
That’s definitely an “old world” business that has 
experienced unbelievable growth and success 
thanks to new technologies. And moving David & 
Canby’s house — there’s a process that is many 
thousands of years old, but modern technologies 
accomplished with a small cadre of men what 
would have taken Pharaoh’s army at hard manual 
labor. Then there’s Canby, buying all her plumbing 
fixtures — including the tub! — over the internet.

And here at RESTORE ’N MORE…well, 15 
years ago (when the only technology we had in 
the office was an electric typewriter and a fax 
machine) Gary declared we’d never have a use for 
mobile phones in our company — that is, until the 
day he traveled to a remote farmhouse in south-
ern York County to meet the owner who was then 
living in, and traveling from, Philadelphia. Gary 

wasn’t out the driveway 
15 minutes when the man 
called to say he couldn’t 
make it: He was stuck in 
Philly, and he would have 
to re-schedule for another 
day. We had no way to 
contact Gary, so all we 
could do was wait. Well, 
several hours later he came 
back madder than a wet hen. 
We had mobile phones within 
the week.

Now it’s absolutely 
essential that we have cell 
phones, networked comput-
ers, laptop computers, auto-
attendant phone systems, email, internet, digital 
cameras….not to mention cordless drills, laser 
levels,…the list goes on and on. Not that we are 
slaves to them, but rather we make the best use 
of them in order to make RESTORE ’N MORE the 
most efficient contractor for you.


